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The Cranbury Presbyterian 
“ ” 

(From our Mission Statement) 
 

22 South Main Street, Cranbury, NJ  08512 
Phone: 609-395-0897 

Fax: 609-860-6352 
Email: firstpresoffice@comcast.net 
Website: www.cranburypres.org 

 

 

 

From the Pastor… 

 
June brings with it a number of changes as we move from the end of the church program year to our summer 
schedules and activities. Some of those changes have already started. By the time you read this, we will have 
welcomed new members into our church family. They are Earl and Bea Davison, Elvin and Waleska Rodriguez 
and Rebecca Franke.  (See their biographical information in this newsletter.) Session also approved the 
confirmation of a great class of confirmands. Their confirmation was held on May 23rd. That class includes: Julie 
Bond, Kadi Cier, Zach Conley, Emma Corr, Julia DeMarco, Kyle Demarest, Katherine Gerberich, Charlie Ill, 
Catherine Keve, Taylor Pugliese, Geneva Stiglic, Kendra Sullivan and Cassi Waciega. 
 
Looking ahead in June, Sunday June 6th will be our celebration of Children and Youth Sunday. Our summer 
worship schedule begins on June 13th. On that day our morning worship service will begin at 10:00 AM. 
Because of Children and Youth Sunday scheduled for the first Sunday of the month, Session has authorized that 
our monthly observance of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper (usually on the first Sunday of each month) will 
take place on that second Sunday of the month on June 13th. Also, beginning on June 13th, there will be no 
Sunday school during the summer. This schedule continues until September 19th when we return to our regular 
program year schedule with Sunday school at 9:15 a.m. and worship at 10:30 a.m.  The deadline for the summer 
church newsletter is June 17th.  Church office summer hours start on Monday June 28th. The summer office hours 
are 9 AM to 3 PM. Don’t forget our traditional and wonderful Strawberry Festival, always a great time for 
everyone, is Saturday June 5th, from 4-8 p.m. 
 
Janice Parker and I were Celebrity Scoopers on May 19th at Gil & Bert’s ice cream shop raising money for our 
Deacons’ Benevolence Fund. It was great fun. The Deacons’ Benevolence Fund is available to anyone in our 
church family or outside of it who finds that they need some financial help. It is there to be used. Related to 
giving and generosity, please remember to keep your pledges current and your giving to the church generous all 
throughout the summer months. Now, more than ever, it is important that you do so. Also, if you haven’t sent in 
your per capita payment of $35 for each active member in your household, please do so at your earliest 
convenience.  
 
This time of year is also the season for graduations. Congratulations to all of our graduating seniors from high 
schools, colleges and universities. If you notify the church office of anyone graduating this spring, we will be 
happy to list them in our next newsletter. 
 
Have a blessed June! Lou 
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From Pastor Rosanna… 

COMMISSIONER TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
"Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 
be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I say to 
every one of you: do not think of yourself more highly than 
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, 
in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you." 
(Romans 12:2-3) 
 
Gathered on a bright Sunday morning at the outdoor chapel 
overlooking the lake at Camp Johnsonburg, I contemplated 
this passage with about a hundred middle school students 
and youth leaders from the seven presbyteries of New 
Jersey. We were at a spring retreat on the theme "Connected 
24/7." Our thoughtful and dynamic speaker for the weekend 
highlighted these verses in our concluding worship service. 
We had enjoyed a wonderful retreat with meaningful 
discussions, fun games, a beautiful hike, inspiring music and 
plenty of laughter. After worship, our group of a dozen 
would soon return to Cranbury and move on to our next 
endeavors. But during the sermon we were asked to think 
seriously about how we'd live back home in ways that honor 
God and foster authentic connections with him and with 
others. Somehow in that moment the phrase "sober 
judgment" struck a chord with me in this familiar passage. I 
felt God was speaking directly to me as I considered a major 
inter-generational Presbyterian gathering I will participate in 
this summer, General Assembly. As one student in my small 
group reminded us, Spider-Man's Uncle Ben told Peter 
Parker, "with great power comes great responsibility" 
(written by Stan Lee). I'm only one person voting, but I'll 
need to do my homework diligently and let God faithfully 
renew my mind.     
 
Monmouth Presbytery elected me a commissioner to the 
219th General Assembly, the highest governing body of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). This General Assembly, or G.A., 
will take place on July 3-10, 2010 in Minneapolis. Elders Joel 
Davies and Susan Ritacco and pastor Rob Carter and I will 
represent the 47 churches of our presbytery. We will be 
among the 712 commissioners from 173 presbyteries of our 
denomination. We're charged with prayerfully considering 
"what God's will is- his good, pleasing and perfect will" in 
response to the overtures (the list of which is eight pages 
long!) and other business at G.A. We will vote according to 
our conscience. In addition, Young Adult Advisory Delegate 
Rebecca Crate will join us as one of 165 YAADs who will 
have voice and vote during committee work and voice in the 
G.A. plenary sessions. (Our own Sarah Gordon served as a 
YAAD at the 218th General Assembly in 2008 in San Jose.) 
Many very important issues will be addressed. I encourage 
you to read about them at www.pcusa.org. After G.A., the 
presbyteries vote in the coming year to determine whether 
G.A.'s decisions will be ratified. But first, at the May 22 
presbytery meeting our delegation will be commissioned 
and I will also be commissioned by our church in worship 

on May 27. Please remember me and all the commissioners 
in your prayers during June and the first week of July. May 
we truly seek and serve the Lord's perfect will for his 
church! 

Grace and peace, Rosanna 
 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Adult Class during Sunday School Hour (9:15-10:15 a.m.) 
June 6 Discussion of John Grigg’s Book in the Library. To 

follow up on Dr. Grigg’s presentation on May 23, we 
will discuss his recent biography of David Brainerd, 
The Lives of David Brainerd: The Making of an American 
Evangelical Icon. 

 
Adult Education at Other Times 
Cranbury Men’s Bible Study: Sundays 7:00-8:30 p.m., The 

Cranbury Inn – All men are invited to join us in a relaxed 
setting at the Inn. We are studying on The Westminster 

Confession of Faith, part of the Book of Confessions which is 
Part I of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
Weekly themes are the starting point for our conversation 
about confessing Christ in our contemporary context. For 
more information, please contact Mike Kasper at 
cwcollector@aol.com or Clifford Anderson at 
clifford.anderson@ptsem.edu.  Please note, that we will 
continue to meet during the summer. 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Teacher Appreciation Sunday is June 6 
 
"Just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same function, so in 
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according 
to the grace given us. If a person's gift is prophesying, let 
him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him 
serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let 
him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let 
him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern 
diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully." 
(Romans 12:4-8)  
 
On behalf of the entire congregation and church staff, we 
heartily thank each person who has shared his or her gifts 
for teaching and leadership, faith and fellowship with our 
children, youth and adults during this past year. Our 
Christian education and youth ministries could not happen 
without you! We are grateful for your dedication to serve 
the Lord as teachers, shepherds, assistants, discussion 
partners, mentors, chaperones, Bible study and small group 
leaders, children's message leaders, child care providers, and 
Vacation Bible School leaders and helpers. We wish you a 
wonderful time to be refreshed this summer. We look 
forward to you continuing to share your gifts in the same or 
different ways during the new program year beginning in 
September. May God bless you in beautiful ways, as you 
have blessed our community of faith! 

Sincerely, Pastor Rosanna 

mailto:cwcollector@aol.com
mailto:clifford.anderson@ptsem.edu


 3 

VBS stands for … Vacation Bible School! 

VBS Registration concluded on May 28.   To ensure that we 
can deliver the children an inspirational and educational 
adventure, we need your help! Here are some ways: 
 
Volunteer 
We have several volunteer opportunities still open.  Lead or 
assist as a VBS Guide and Bible Study Leader, oversee 
Decorations or Photography, or assist with Snacks or 
Decorations. If you're available to help in any way, please 
sign up on your registration form or contact one of the 
directors listed below.   
 
Donate 

Help defray our costs by purchasing snack and craft 
supplies through our Giving Tree. Here's how it works - take 
an "ornament" off the tree, purchase the item listed on the 
card, and place it in the donation basket located next to the 
tree in Fellowship Hall. 
 
For more information or questions, visit the church website 
(www.cranburypres.org) or contact either director: 
Claudette Guy (409-8553) or Janet Wheeler (655-8313).  

 
 

CPNS NEWS 

―Our Wonderful Year Celebration‖ will be held on Friday, 
June 11 at 10:45 for our morning classes and 2:15 for our 
afternoon class.  We will have a very special program for the 
children in our Sanctuary, followed by a simple snack on the 
South Lawn (fellowship hall in case of rain).  Please join us 
during any of these special programs and find out what our 
Wonderful Year Celebration is all about. 
 
We held a Silent Auction during our family fun day this 
year, auctioning off our class projects.  Proceeds of almost 
$100.00 will go towards our scholarship fund.  How blessed 
we are with our CPNS families and the talented children 
who attend.   
 
As our year together comes to a close, we are preparing for 
our new 2010 – 2011 school year.  We are sending the 
necessary forms as well as enrichment class registration 
forms in the next week or so.  Our enrichment classes are 
open to any preschool or kindergarten student who would 
like to participate even if they are not enrolled in CPNS.  
These programs will give your children the opportunity to 
extend their learning in the loving environment of CPNS. 
 
We have a few openings left for the school year 2010-11.  
Please call or e-mail me at (609) 655-8663, 
cpnschool@comcast.net, if you or any of your neighbors are 
interested in our program.   
 

Everyone at CPNS would like to thank the parents for 
sharing their most precious possessions with us.  We hope 
you have a wonderful summer and may God continue to 
bless you and your families. 
 

HAPPY SUMMER ! Your Friends at CPNS 
 

MISSION, SERVICE & GRANTS NEWS 

TASK – A Great Way to Serve:  Our church has been 
serving a meal and providing donations of food, clothes, and 
hygiene items at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK) for 
many, many years.  TASK is indeed a special mission of the 
church. 
 
If you would like to serve just one meal or become a regular 
volunteer, call Anne Gordon in the church office or e-mail 
her at agordoncpc@comcast.net. The church van departs the 
church parking lot the first Thursday of every month (June 

3, July 1, August 5) at 2:30 p.m. and returns by 5:30 p.m.  
During July and August the youth (ages 13 and older) of the 
church are invited to serve.  Please mark your calendars and 
make TASK your special mission, by helping feed our 
neighbors in Trenton.  Closed toed shoes are required year 
round. 
 

SKEET’S PANTRY NEEDS A FEW GOOD HELPERS 

The need for our Cranbury Pres ―Skeet’s Pantry‖ is 
continuing to grow – we provided food for almost 170 
people in April. Donations of food are always welcome and 
we hope you will continue to give what food you can to this 
important community mission of our church. 
 
But we also need a few more pairs of hands to help serve at 
our monthly food pantry.  We especially need some strong 
hands and arms to help folks get the food to their cars, and 
help us set up the bags of groceries and fresh veggies in our 
Fellowship Hall.  We just need your help one morning a 
month – the 3rd Friday of each month from 8:15am to 
11:15am.  If you can join our Skeet’s Pantry team on the 3rd 
Friday, we will welcome you with open arms and our 
community will benefit from your helping hands.  Just let us 
know if you can respond to this need – call either Jane Huff 
(609/395-0756) or Flo Kremann (609/490-1140) so that we 
know if and when you’re available.  THANKS!!!  
 
And if you can help with food donations, these are still the 
kinds of food in special demand: 
 
Peanut Butter, Dish and Clothes Detergent, Macaroni and 
Cheese, Tooth Paste and Tooth Brushes, Canned or Boxed 
Soup, Hand Soap, Canned vegetables and fruits, Breakfast 
Cereals of all types, Tuna Fish, Baby Food, Pasta, Rice 
 
(Any and all nutritious canned/jar/boxed foods with 
current expiration dates) 
 
We thank everyone for your generosity and constant 
support of this church mission. 
 

http://www.cranburypres.org/
mailto:cpnschool@comcast.net
mailto:agordoncpc@comcast.net
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MISSION MATTERS 

It is always satisfying to receive a note of thanks from the 
Princeton Seminary student who is the recipient of our 
scholarship -  Manoj Shrestha, a Ph.D, student studying 
Practical Theology focusing on Homilectics, has written a 
most interesting letter, not only expressing his appreciation 
for this financial aid, but explaining his future plans.  He 
will be returning to Nepal to work on starting a M.Div. at 
the Nepal Ebenezer Bible College.  How far our gifts travel!  
And we appreciate donations we have received for Skeet's 
Pantry.  We received a note of thanks from TASK for the 
$178.00 we recently sent to them. 
 
Mission, Service, and Grants Committee voted to grant Fran 
Stewart, a nurse attending the Guatemala trip sponsored by 
the Allentown Church, the necessary ground fee of $750.  
This money will come from the Guatemala dinner 
committed funds of $6,944.44.  The remaining committed 
funds will be donated to the Allentown Mission Team to 
purchase medical and building supplies, etc. 
 
Connie Bauder reported that twenty-three persons attended 
the April 23 trip to the Princeton University Chapel concert 
and visit to the Princeton Library and on May 4 seventeen 
persons enjoyed a picnic in Tatum Park and Deep Cut 
Garden in Middleton.  A trip to Allaire State Park and 
museum is on the calendar for June. 
 
Hunger shows no sign of abating as evidenced by the need 
for Skeet's Pantry to distribute bags of food to feed around 
60 families, 170 people.  And we continue to assist at TASK 
with eight people regularly traveling to Trenton the first 
Thursday of every month.  And while Anne Gordon drives 
these helpers Gail Geijer kindly covers the office in Anne's 
stead. 
 
Cranbury Church was listed in a prime spot on the brochure 
put out by Centurion Ministries.  The DVD they have 
prepared describing their work is both impressive and 
touching.  They were the first to do this work of struggling 
to release wrongly charged prisoners and the only one that 
considers prisoners without DNA evidence to support their 
release. 
 
Pentecost Offering was May 23, and the confirmation class 
which is heading up this offering request has voted to give 
our share to Heifer International, always a worthy project. 
 

Gretchen Stults 
 

GUATEMALA 2010 

Many people have asked what is going on this year with the 
Guatemala mission trip.  Cranbury Presbyterian Church is 
not going to Guatemala as a church, but we are sending a 
church member with the Allentown Presbyterian Church 
mission trip. 
 
We could not get enough members to make it cost effective 
(group rate with the airlines, van rentals, etc…).  The people 

who wanted to go are still able to go through the Allentown 
church trip.  The money raised through the Guatemala 
dinner and donations for this year’s trip will be going down 
to Guatemala through the Allentown Church. 
 
We are looking forward to putting together another trip for 
2011, either in June or July.  If anyone is interested please 
feel free to contact me.  We continue to support our partners 
in Guatemala through the Spring of Hope feeding program 
in San Lucas Toliman. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
George Conley 
 

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

Earl Davison 

I have been a member of the Presbyterian Church for over 76 
years.  I still have my perfect attendance medals from 
Sunday School which I consider as gifts from God since they 
represent my strongest foundations of faith.  I have been 
married to Bea since 1979 and we consider it our privilege to 
do God’s will daily.  I have worked with the Boy Scouts of 
America for more than 50 years and continue to enjoy 
developing activities for children.  I have two children and 
four grandchildren.  As an elder in the church, I worked in 
the area of outreach. 
 
Mildred “Bea” Davison 

I have been married to Earl for 31 years.  Although I have no 
natural children I enjoy sharing his children and 
grandchildren.  One of our greatest pleasures is watching 
them become self-sufficient adults.  I believe the purpose of 
life is a life of purpose which I work at fulfilling daily 
through Christian beliefs and behaviors.  I love to cook and 
look forward to helping in the church’s kitchen activities.  As 
a deacon, I worked in the food pantry and enjoyed visiting 
nursing homes and homebound members. 
 
Rebecca Franke 

I discovered the First Presbyterian Church in Cranbury 10 
years ago when I was looking for a place to be married.  My 
husband and I were married by Pastor Lou in July of 2000.  
We have moved around the states of New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania for the past eight years and have recently 
settled in Cranbury.  We love it here and are happy to call it 
home.  I am a teacher, although not currently practicing as I 
am staying at home with my three children.  I enjoy 
gardening, volunteer work and had a great time teaching 
VBS last year.  I am looking forward to growing spiritually 
and becoming an active member of the church community. 
 
Elvin Rodriguez 

I grew up in Paterson, New Jersey and went to Bible study 
from the ages of 5 through 12.  At about 11 years old, I came 
to a trusting acceptance of Jesus' crucifixion to cleanse me of 
my sin.  Over the years I searched for both a manner of 
contributing to society and to better know Christ.  About 11 
years ago, I accelerated my desire to be more like Christ.  In 
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God's providence, my wife and I met and have been married 
since June 6, 2004.  We now live in Dayton and I work as a 
consultant with Accenture.  Since having kids, the 
importance of being a good example of a Christian family 
has become important to me and my wife.  We have felt very 
welcome here at First Presbyterian Church. 
 
Waleska Rodriguez 

I was born in Puerto Rico to a Christian family.  Growing up, 
I was fortunate to have the guidance and encouragement of 
my parents, who firmly believed in building a Christ-
centered home.  I formally accepted Christ as my Savior and 
was baptized as an adolescent (when I was 14-15 years old). 
 
I left home to attend Rutgers University.  While at college, I 
attended campus ministry meetings occasionally and 
experienced the need to recommit and develop a personal 
relationship with God.  After college, I started my 
professional career in higher education, first in student 
activities, event planning and leadership development, and 
later in college admissions recruitment and enrollment.  
During that time, I also attended Princeton Alliance Church. 
 
After almost 15 years working in higher education, my 
husband and I made the decision for me to stay home to care 
for our children.  I am blessed to be married to someone who 
shares similar experiences, values, and the desire to serve 
God.  Together we are raising our children Graciela and 
Gustavo ages 4 and 2, respectively.  We are committed to 
providing them with a nurturing, Christ-centered home and 
a church family that will also encourage and support them 
in their spiritual journey. 
 
After enrolling our daughter in CPNS and attending 
Cranbury Presbyterian regularly over the past four months, 
we have found a warm and welcoming congregation and 
feel that this is where God is leading us.  We look forward to 
the fellowship with other members and families, and most 
importantly, we look forward to continuing to grow 
spiritually. 
 

OUTREACH NEWS 

CRANBURY COFFEE HOUSE 

Please mark your calendars for a night of Acoustic String 
Jazz on Friday, June 11. 

 

As you know the coffee house is a venue to 
showcase local musical talent with musical 
genres such as Jazz, Folk, Acoustic Rock,  
String Quartet, Barbershop Quartet, Open 
Mike, and Oldies & Brass Band. The coffee 

house has been a once a month event held on the second 
Friday of each month through June 11, 2010.  Our upcoming 
event will be on Friday, June 11, 2010 from 7:00 PM to 9:30 
PM.  Performing will be Stringsville, an acoustic string jazz 
group.  We hope you will all mark your calendars and let all 
your friends and neighbors know about this wonderful 
opportunity.  
 

Tickets for the June show are $8.00 per adult, and $5.00 for 
children under 12.  Refreshments will be available at an 
additional cost.  See our website for order dinners. 
 
Just a reminder proceeds less expenses benefit Skeet's Pantry 
& the Deacons’ Benevolence Fund. Not only do you have the 
opportunity to relax and listen to wonderful music with 
friends, but you help those in need in our community. 
 
For information about the Cranbury Coffee House or how 
you can help please go to www.cranburycoffeehouse.com. 
 
We thank you in advance for all your help and support. 
 

SENIOR BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

On Thursday, June 24, the program for the morning will be 
Karl Dentino presenting his Ragtime Blues program of 
guitar music and historical commentary.  It promises to be a 
foot-tapping, knee-slapping kind of program.   
 
The Senior Breakfast Club is open to all who wish to hear 
these events at our Thursday, once-a-month breakfast at 8:30 
a.m. at the Cranbury Inn in Cranbury. If you wish to attend, 
and have not done so before, please notify the church office 
at (609)395-0897 so that we can contact you. We need to 
notify the Cranbury Inn with a head count of the guests that 
wish to attend. For information, contact Stan Dickerson at 
(609)443-6388 or Walter Wright at (609)799-1179. 
 
There is no SENIOR BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP during 
July and August. We hope you enjoy your summer. Great 
plans are in progress for the next year of the SENIOR 
BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP. 
 

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP NEWS 

Senior Fellowship exercise class has grown and grown! We 
are currently keeping a waiting list. If you would like to be 
placed on the waiting list, please call the church office at 
(609)395-0897. 
 

EXERCISE SCHEDULE 

June 3, June 7, June 10, June 14 
June 17 (last class) 

 

Upcoming Events 

Senior Fellowship will meet on June 5 at the Strawberry 
Festival at 4:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall to eat our ice cream 
together.  Anyone wishing to eat with us is welcome to join 
the group.  We will provide rides to the church for those 
who do not drive. To make arrangements for a ride, call Connie 
Bauder by June 3. 
 
Senior Fellowship will meet on Tuesday, June 8th at 11:30 
a.m.  This month’s outing will be to the Visitor Center in 
Allaire State Park.  James Allaire (1785-1858) produced 
steam engines from brass and iron, the materials being 
readily available in the area.  We will learn about these 
natural resources and the manufacturing process and see 

http://www.cranburycoffeehouse.com/
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examples of the cast iron pots, pans, stoves, etc.  Please bring 
a brown bag lunch for a picnic in the Park.  The trip will be 
postponed if it rains.  People who are not on the Senior 
Fellowship calling list need to preregister by June 5th by 
calling Connie Bauder or the church office.   
 

Program Schedule 

Senior Fellowship is open to all seniors in the church or 
community. We have a wonderful group and would like to 
have you join us. We provide rides for those who need them. 
The Senior Fellowship coordinator is Connie Bauder. If you 
have any questions, please contact Connie. 
 

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE NEWS 

Legacy Gifting and the Endowment Fund 
 
Legacy gifting is a fine way to support your church that has 
been here for you over the years. In as much as these legacy 
gifts find their way into the Endowment Fund, it is 
important to remind ourselves just how important the 
Endowment Fund is to our church as we know it. 
 
We have heard a lot about the Rainy Day Fund that the 
endowment makes available. If it were not for these funds, 
whether used or not, we would have to seriously reduce 
spending plans in order to start each year with a balanced 
budget. That would not be easy! 
 
Second, the Davis Endowment fund provides funds for the 
cemetery. Churches and cemeteries go together. And 
cemeteries have to be operated, maintained and at times 
repaired. 
 
Next, the Endowment Fund provides funds to Buildings and 
Grounds to fund major and on-going maintenance and 
repairs of the church buildings. Depending how you count 
them, our church is housed in six buildings -- six historic 
buildings that seem to always require attention.  
 
Lastly, but maybe most importantly, the Endowment Fund 
provides the bulk of the money used by Mission, Service and 
Grants to carry on mission-focused giving that has been 
important to our church’s outreach to the world.  
 
It is important to remember the Endowment is not 
consumed. Sometimes the stock market may make it look as 
if it is being ―consumed‖ but we are very careful about 
determining the long-term sustainability of our spending 
from the endowment.  This is to assure the long-term 
sustainability of the fund so future generations may also 
benefit from this gift. 
 
If you are interested in more information on planned giving 
opportunities, please contact Ken Gordon or Pastor Mitchell.  
We would be happy to discuss your plans and wishes in 
confidence. 
 

WALKING IN FAITH 

Faith Journey by Charlie Ill 

 
Throughout my life I have been learning more about God 
and my religion. There have been many religious events 
from the time I was baptized up to my confirmation.   
 
My first religious event was when I was baptized at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Cranbury, New Jersey. I was 
baptized on September 21, 1997. This was important to me 
because it was my first taste of religion and it meant that I 
was a part of this church and that I was a Presbyterian.  
 
―Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!‖ I remember 
singing in CPNS preschool. ―Yes, Jesus Loves Me‖ was one 
of my favorite religious songs in preschool and I still 
remember it today. Sunday School was also a very important 
event in my religious journey. In Sunday School, we did 
different activities related to God and we were told different 
stories about disciples and what they did.  
 
My next major event was confirmation class. In confirmation 
class, I put deeper thought into my religion. I have been 
learning a lot from this class and it makes me want to learn 
more. I was particularly touched when Pastor Joanne talked 
about how important our religion is and that we should 
always believe in God.  
 
My most significant religious event is my confirmation. I 
was confirmed on May 23, 2010. My confirmation is a major 
event because it allows me to become a member of this 
church of my own free will. I will be looked at by other 
people as an adult of this church. Being confirmed is very 
important to me and I was really looking forward to it.  I 
will also continue to be involved in this church.  
 
One of the most important things that I learned in 
confirmation class is the meaning of God. I learned that God 
has existed forever and will be in our lives forever.   
 
Being a Christian means to me that I believe in God and I 
believe that Jesus is God’s Son. Christians should love one 
another and as Jesus said ―Love one another as I have loved 
you.‖  Jesus didn’t even want everyone to love him he just 
wanted everyone to love one another.  
 
I pray to God to ask him several things. I mostly pray to help 
other people and to be thankful for what my family and I 
have. I also pray for myself when I am having a tough time 
or when I can’t figure out how to overcome a problem. I 
sometimes think about being in a situation where I was poor 
or without a home. I can’t imagine living that life and I feel 
grateful for how much we have and I feel bad for anyone 
that does live in those conditions.  
 
When I pray I believe that God hears my prayers. I also feel 
that he answers them. My participation in my confirmation 
education has made me want to volunteer and it makes me 
want to learn more.  
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Confirming my faith in God and Christ makes me feel more 
mature about church and that I am becoming an adult 
Christian. It will make me pay more attention to the sermons 
and messages in church.  
 
My faith journey is very important to me and I have been 
learning more about my religion. My religious events are a 
major part of my life. I hope to continue my faith journey for 
the rest of my life. 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

Youth Group Activities 

J 
une Activities 

 

June 5   (Saturday) Service Project: Assist with the 

Strawberry Festival – Students will sign up – 
Leaders: Rosanna Anderson, other 
adults/parents are needed to assist! 

 
June 6 Children & Youth Sunday 9:15 a.m. Rehearsal 

and 10:30 a.m. Lead Worship including special 
music, the children’s message and sermon - 
Leaders: Rosanna Anderson 

 
June 13 6:30-7:30 p.m. Youth Group End-of-the-Year 

Wrap-Up and Jell-o Games! 
 

July Activities 
 

July 1 (Thursday) 2:30-5:30 p.m. Service Project: Assist 

at TASK – Students age 13 and older – Wear 
sneakers, jeans and a polo shirt or t-shirt 

 
July 18-21  10 a.m. Worship Service: Youth Mission Team 

commissioned for ―Missions 101‖ at Ocean 
Grove, NJ on Sunday at 4:00 p.m. – Wednesday 
at 4:00 p.m. Leaders: Rosanna Anderson, Mike 
Kasper, Tom Senko, Vicki Waciega 

 
July 25 10 a.m. Worship Service - Youth Mission Team 

lead the Children’s Message  
 

August Activities 
 
Aug. 2-6 (Monday – Friday) 9 – 11:30 a.m. “SonQuest 

Rainforest” Vacation Bible School led by Co-
Directors Claudette Guy and Janet Wheeler 

 
August 5 (Thursday) 2:30-5:30 p.m. Service Project: Assist 

at TASK – Students age 13 and older – Wear 
sneakers, jeans and a polo shirt or t-shirt 
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Worship Service 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
(Childcare provided) 

Summer Worship hours begin 

on June 13 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Pastors 

Rev. Dr. Louis Mitchell 

Rev. Rosanna Anderson 

Rev. Joanne Petto, Parish Associate 

Church Office Hours 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Summer Office Hours begin on 

June 28 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

“The steadfast love of 

the Lord never ceases.” 

(Lamentations 3:22) 

Cranbury Presbyterian 

Nursery School (CPNS) 

Janice Parker, Director 

Phone: 609-655-8663 

cpnschool@ comcast.net 

Last day of School June 11 

You can view the monthly 

newsletter, calendar and hear past 

sermons on our website at 

www.cranburypres.org. 

 

If you have suggestions, or want to 

submit information to be included 

on the website, send your request 

to webmaster@cranburypres.org. 

Requests made by Wednesday will 

be posted on the website by 

Saturday. 

The deadline for the Summer 

Newsletter covering the months 

on July and August is due on 

June 17, 2010.  If possible, please 

submit articles as attachments via 

email to: 

 

FirstPresOffice@comcast.net 

Dates and Deadlines 

6/10   9:00a Session Material  

           Due 

6/15  7:30p Session Meeting 

6/17   Newsletter Articles Due 

http://www.cranburypres.org/
mailto:webmaster@cranburypres.org
mailto:FirstPresOffice@comcast.net

