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From the Pastor…
New Life Resolutions

New Year is traditionally a time for making resolutions. Perhaps the most common resolution is losing some of the weight gained over the holidays. Others may be to quit smoking or become more organized. Resolutions show a desire for new habits or patterns in our lives that will help make us better, or at least thinner people. The Christian life is certainly about new patterns and dimensions in life. The Apostle Paul, at II Corinthians 5:17 says, So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! Part of being a Christian means living a new life. In another place, the Apostle tells us what that new life is supposed to look like. At Galatians 5:16-25 he writes,

16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

Our lives are to be lived in, and guided by, God’s Spirit. The Spirit’s presence in our lives brings forth fruit. The fruit of the Spirit is the nine-fold process that every Christian should resolve, with the help of God’s Spirit, to develop in his or her life. These characteristics--love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control—should describe each and every one of us at First Presbyterian Church. This New Year let’s make the fruit of the Spirit our New Year, indeed our new life, resolution.

Blessings in the New Year, Lou

From Pastor Rosanna…
“Do Not Be Afraid”

At the dawn of this New Year, you may be feeling happy about the promise of a new beginning! You may be excited about starting a new project or program. The year 2009 just might be the time to implement an initiative that you have thought about for a while. A new calendar year can be the opening of a brand new era or chapter in life. 

But you might not feel quite ready for a new year to begin. Perhaps you didn’t finish everything you intended to get done last year. What if you don’t want to say good-bye to all that was good in the previous chapter of your life? It could be that you’re not convinced that there’s any need to rush into a new era and the changes it may bring. Maybe you feel nervous about the uncertainties ahead, or anxious about how this new chapter in your life story will turn out, or afraid of what the future could hold.

At three pivotal moments in the history of Jesus’ nativity, God prepared the people we know are essential to the action. But they were confused, troubled, even terrified. In three key episodes we see that Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds were scared as they tried to grasp in their minds the absolutely new and confusing realities of Jesus’ birth. In each situation, an angel said, “Do not be afraid.” In Luke 1:30 Mary was perplexed when the angel Gabriel appeared and spoke of God’s great plan and her role in it. His comforting words were like a command that evaporated her fear like a fleeting fog. In Matthew 1:20 Joseph had just decided to divorce Mary quietly, when a messenger of God appeared in a dream and told him not to be afraid, for this is from the Holy Spirit. Joseph believed the dream’s interpretation and heeded the angel’s words. In Luke 2:10-11 shepherds were watching their flocks in the cold of night in the fields of Bethlehem. Astounding an angel stood before them! They listened carefully when the angel said, “Do not be afraid; for see I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).

The tremendous gift of salvation in Christ is what holds everything together in life. No matter what challenges or struggles we may face now or in the future, deep in our heart we know that we are people who have received good news of great joy! The Lord himself will help us get through our times of perplexity and downright fear, holding us steady with the encouraging words “Do not be afraid.” May we treasure God’s words of comfort and guidance. When we feel anxious, may the Lord banish our fear and replace it with a spirit of hope and trust. For we have seen God’s goodness in the present of his Son.
Grace and peace, Rosanna
ADULT EDUCATION
ADULT EDUCATION on SUNDAY MORNINGS
January 4 - “Behind the Sermon” in the Library- Rev. Rosanna Anderson will lead this discussion.

Other Adult Sunday School classes will be listed in the bulletin.

ADULT EDUCATION AT OTHER TIMES

Cranbury Men’s Bible Study: Sundays 7:30pm @ The Inn All men are invited to join us in a relaxed setting at the Inn. We are studying the Second Helvetic [Swiss] Confession. We use the weekly questions as the starting point for our conversation about confessing Christ in our contemporary context. Please contact Mike Kasper at cwcollector@aol.com or Clifford Anderson at clifford.anderson@ptsem.edu for more information.

Martha Circle Women’s Bible Study: First Monday of the Month at 1:30 pm in the Library All women are welcome to attend! Our next meeting will be on January 5. The new study is Jubilee: Luke's Gospel for the Poor. Our group enjoys fellowship, Bible study and prayer, with the discussion led by Rose Eller. She can be reached at 655-9175.  

BUILDINGS& GROUNDS NEWS
We want to send a big THANK YOU to everyone (we had record numbers) who helped during work day.  There was a long list of items and we were able to accomplish all of them.  Your time and talents were greatly appreciated.  

We had a terrific group of children, adults, and confirmands who not only shared their time and talents to help make our church look even better, but also enjoyed a wonderful fellowship opportunity.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
SUNDAY SCHOOL SPECIAL EVENTS
Jan. 4
Sunday School resumes: Happy New Year!

Jan. 18
Celebration Sunday in Fellowship Hall for students in Grades 1-5. Parents are always welcome to participate! 

Jan. 25
"Kids and Communion" Pastor Rosanna and Carlene Reyes will lead this workshop in the Sanctuary for students in Grade 2 and their parents.

CONFIRMATION CORNER

January Class & Activity Schedule

Jan. 4
Confirmation Class resumes.

Jan. 11
Class meets at the regular time.


5-6 pm Mentor Dinner with Confirmands in Fellowship Hall.

6-8 pm Optional bowling excursion at Brunswick Country Lanes.
Jan. 18
Class will not meet due to the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday weekend. Students are welcome in the Youth Sunday School class in the Youth Room.

Jan. 25
Class meets at the regular time.
CPNS NEWS
We hope everyone enjoyed their Christmas Holidays and began a very happy, healthy New Year.  

We look forward this month to our P/J Pancake day.  We all wear our pajamas to
school and our parents help make a delicious pancake treat for all of us.  If you happen to be in our building on those days don’t be surprised if you see us all ready for bed.  

Our Special Person’s Day is celebrated on Saturday, January 24, with a snow date of Saturday, January 31.  Each child brings a special person to school with them and they get to share their day at school with them.   

Beginning this January we will be offering for the first time “MOMMY & ME at CPNS.”  Your child must be 2 years old by October 1, 2008 and we have one spot left if you are interested.   Kathy Edwards will be teaching the class and it will meet on Tuesday mornings.  This will be a wonderful opportunity for you to explore together with your child a creative and developmentally appropriate learning environment for your 2 year old that is not quite ready for our 2 ½-year-old program.  Our curriculum will consist of story time, activities, snack and music.

Our registration process for the school year 2009-2010 began in November, and the general public registration took place on December 1.  We are offering a new 4-day, 4/5-year old class with an added enrichment component.  Don’t miss out on the opportunity of having your child attend CPNS.  Please feel free to call Janice Parker at 655-8663 for any information about our nursery school or e-mail us at CPNSchool@comcast.net.  Please share the news with friends and neighbors.

We want to thank our retiring board members for all the time and expertise they shared with CPNS.  They make our school an extra special place for everyone.  A big thank you to Ken Gordon, Kelly O’Keefe and Lori Kleppe for all their time and talents they shared.  We welcome back after a few years’ absence, Daniel Kinney.  We also welcome back Kelly O’Keefe who will be serving another 3-year term.  New to our board this year is church member and Deacon, Amy Dixon.  We also look forward to Lori Kleppe and her continued role as a resource, sharing her valuable knowledge with CPNS.

We wish everyone warm, loving thoughts as we go through these cold winter months.

Have a Happy, Healthy, New Year!

Your Friends at CPNS

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
The Men’s Fellowship Club will meet for breakfast at the Cranbury Inn on Thursday, January 22 at 8:30 a.m.  The program after breakfast will be given by Pam and Gary Mount, the owners and operators of Terhune Orchards – south of Princeton off Route 206.  Their illustrated talk will tell the story of Terhune Orchards and its many food products.  Among other things it is known for its apples, cider, pumpkins, baked goods, and other fruits.  The Mount family is much involved in operating the business.  Both Pam and Gary are quite active in Lawrenceville as well as state agricultural groups.
Women of our congregation are especially invited to join us for good fellowship and a program of interest to all on January 22.

MISSION, SERVICE & GRANTS NEWS
TASK NEEDS OUR HELP!

Here is a wonderful way to serve others in need and have fellowship with other members of our church. Please contact Anne Gordon if you would like to join us to serve a meal at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. The church van departs the parking lot by 2:30 p.m. and returns by 5:45 p.m. If you have donations: men’s clothing, food items, baby food, hygiene kits or books, call Anne Gordon at 409-7885.  We will be going to TASK; Monday, January 5 and Thursdays, February 5, March 5 and April 2.

SKEET’S FOOD PANTRY
Food is not the only commodity needed by the pantry. The pantry needs helpers. We are looking for a few good baggers. This is a once a month job that requires about two hours of time. Also, it would be a tremendous help if we had one or two volunteers who are willing to come to Fellowship Hall, greet people and keep a friendly eye on things the third Friday of the month from 8 am until 11 a.m.  This is when our clients come in and pick up their groceries. All these tasks can be shared or tag teamed and is way more a blessing than a burden. Please consider this request with an open prayerful heart and contact me if you are able and willing. The food pantry is also in need of brown paper grocery bags.

Yours in Christ, Fran Stewart (Frannymag58@aol.com)

GUATEMALA INFORMATIONAL MEETING

Once again this year our church will be sponsoring a mission trip to Guatemala.  Our trip this year is scheduled for July 27 to August 4.  We will be having an informational meeting on Tuesday, January 13th at 7:30 in Room 1 (small room next to Fellowship Hall) to provide participants with information regarding the details pertaining to trip. The cost of the trip is your expense of the airfare which is currently under $800.00.  All of the ground transportation, lodging and food is provided by funding from a grant from the Mission Services & Grants committee of our church.

No special skills are required; a pair of hands is all you need to bring with you.  Everyone is invited to participate.  This is not a youth mission trip, but is open to any youth of a parent who has previously participated.

Any questions please feel free to contact George Conley at 609-395-0513.

FOURTH ANNUAL GUATEMALA

GOURMET DINNER FUNDRAISER

Friday and Saturday Night Only

Where:  First Presbyterian Church of Cranbury

Time:  Seating Begins at 6:30 PM

Dinner served at 7:00 PM

Price:  $50.00 or more

Food Choices:  Filet Mignon, Salmon or Chicken

Date:   Friday, January 30, 2009

Entertainment:  Cranbury Presbyterian Brass Band

Date:  Saturday, January 31, 2009

Entertainment:  Classical Gourgaud
Gallery String Quartet

For tickets call the church office at 395-0897 or Lil Conley at 395-0642 

HANINGERS THRILLED WITH

CARING CRAFTS GIFT FOR THE CONGO

Once again, our Congregation has opened its hearts and generously supported a Mission project to help others in desperate need. THANK YOU!  We wrapped up our Caring Crafts sale over the last three weeks in November with a total contribution of $1,944 to improve the lives of the people of the Congo through our PCUSA medical mission in that war-torn country.  The Mission, Service & Grants Committee has rounded out that figure to bring our Christmas contribution to the Congo mission to $2,000, and Dr. Michael Haninger has responded with great joy to this very tangible support for the work he and his wife are doing in the Congo.

Michael, in a communication with MSG Committee chairwoman Doris Wiegartner this past week, expressed his sincere appreciation to our congregation and asked that we designate the Caring Crafts contribution to the “Healthy Mothers, Healthy Children” ministry of PCUSA in the Congo. In that way, Michael and his wife Nancy can direct the funds toward the projects they have underway, including bi-annual seed purchases for the agricultural project, yearly purchase of school uniforms and supplies, cervical cancer screening and treatment, the orphan scholarship education program, evangelism, women’s uterine fistula treatment, single mother’s sewing school and much, much more.  

Our Congregation has made Christmas a bit more meaningful and real for people on the other side of the world who are in desperate need of the “caring” which was at the heart of our Caring Crafts project. Again, Thank You, one and all, for contributing beautiful crafts and purchasing those crafts with such loving generosity. 

MISSION MATTERS

Thanks to the chairperson of the Mission, Service, and Grants Committee, Doris Wiegartner, our December meeting resembled a party, what with her tastefully decorated home, and her delicious refreshments.  But we partied briefly and worked with energy and enthusiasm.

Doris reported that a number of persons had made special gifts to Skeet's Pantry to keep it from looking like Mother Hubbard's' cupboard.  Thank you.  The gifts are much appreciated and always needed.  And we received a thank you letter from the national office of PC(USA), signed by Douglas Welch, Area Coordinator of the Africa Office, thanking us for our recent contribution of $1,000 to the Extra Commitment Opportunity fund.  This gift has been placed in the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Ghana General Support.

Our church sold 113 Christmas wreaths, more than any other church in Monmouth or New Brunswick Presbyteries.  We trust the buyers are enjoying the fresh fragrance of their wreaths, and we know that the purchase cost helped to boost the sagging economy in Maine.

And here is something in which we can all participate:  The New Jersey Council of Churches is concerned about helping people in need and is asking local churches to begin an organized collection of coupons for distribution.  Coupons requested are cereal, baby products, detergents/cleaning supplies, and miscellaneous (a particularly good coupon in any area).  Look for big envelopes in hall of the Fellowship Hall in which to place your coupons.

Connie Bauder, who heads the Senior Fellowship group, reported that 13 persons had enjoyed the recent trip to Newark Museum.  Anne Gordon, the coordinator of our association with TASK, stated that new people are always welcome to volunteer for the first Thursday a month trip to Trenton to help at Trenton Area Soup Kitchen.  She is thrilled with the supply of clothes and books that have been donated by church members and we know those items are grabbed up on arrival at TASK.

Caring Crafts was a big success and cleared $1,870 which will be sent to PC(USA) designated for Nancy and Michael Haninger, missionaries in the Congo, in whom we are taking a special interest.  Carol Kientz deserves a big hand for the effort she put into this project.

Faced with a number of needs from various sources, after much discussion, the committee made the following recommendations for grants to be taken from mission's share of the interest on our Endowment Funds:

NAMI, an organization that brings support to the mentally challenged - $2,000.  The Albert Schweitzer Hospital in Haiti, a project dear to the heart of the late Robert Norland and of inestimable value to the suffering people in Haiti - $2,000.  This gift will be given in memory of Robert Norland.

Trinity Counseling Service, which is recommended by area pastors to those in need of counseling the pastors are not equipped to give - $1,000.  The ever popular Heifer International project, one that keeps multiplying its value.  Money is used to give domestic animals and fowls to those in need, particularly women, and as herds and flocks grow, the new ones are passed on to neighbors--$1,000. The Haningers, to bring their total gift to an even $2,000-$130.

TASK feeds not only the body but the mind and the soul and these days the needs keep growing-$2,000.  Johnsonburg Camp and Conference Center -$2,000.  A letter was received, detailing the financial difficulties the camp is having and urging some assistance in raising $100,000.  One donor had contributed $20,000 with the stipulation that the camp receive matching gifts to multiply the original amount.  Our gift is in direct response to this portion of the letter.

Habitat International--an answer in many places to homes for the homeless--$1,000.  Disaster Relief for Zimbabwe-$1,000, and Disaster Relief in general -$3,000.  Our grants totaled $l6,130, leaving us something over $3,000 in the event a crucial need arises within the next 2 or 3 months.

We briefly discussed GREEN LIVING, the ENOUGH FOR EVERYONE program of the Presbyterian Church. Without going into great detail, I will point out that according to their information a major contributor to the global environmental crisis is human consumption.  Their pamphlet recommends many ways of honoring God by living intentionally -- questioning our consumption, avoiding unnecessary consumption, sharing with others, minimizing packaging and numerous other suggestions.  You will be able to find this pamphlet on the mission board in Fellowship Hall and might like to follow some of these suggestions.

Gretchen Stults

OTHER NEWS

Attention Moms!  Do you worry about your children? Come experience how you can replace your anxiety and fear with peace and hope by praying with other moms.  Moms In Touch International gathers moms together to pray specifically for our children, their teachers, and schools. Moms in Touch provides support and encouragement to moms who carry heavy burdens for their children.  Won’t you join with us in prayer for this next generation? Please contact Cathy Vogen at cvogen@comcast.net for information about groups in your town. For more information about Moms In Touch International, visit www.MomsInTouch.org.

PRESBYTERY NEWS

The Presbytery of Monmouth met in the Jamesburg Church with its beautifully done new addition.  Present were Pastors: Lou Mitchell and Rosanna Anderson (and we also claim Joanne Petto); Commissioners: Pat Demers and Gretchen Stults. Guest: Carol Kientz.

Joanne participated in the worship service, leading the Prayer of Confession and offering the Assurance of Pardon.  Lisa Lancaster preached on "God Bless the Broken Road." Lisa is a hospital chaplain and she spoke of her experiences both in her own life and in her relationship with patients and their families, helping them discover what God means to them.

Lou introduced Pat as a first time commissioner from Cranbury.

Gary Filson, pastor at Jamesburg, welcomed commissioners, spoke briefly about the new building, all in a very entertaining manner.  A mission of the church is feeding the hungry and Gary suggested that if interested we could contribute to the construction of a building to hold food for this mission.

Terry Chapman, currently vice moderator, recently attended a training session for moderators, and he was touched and impressed at his feeling of being Presbyterian.  He felt anxiety at the PC(USA) national office, but also a sense of grace.

Monmouth Presbytery will be celebrating its 150th anniversary and all members of the Presbyterian Churches in Monmouth Presbytery are invited to reserve Sunday, March 29, 2009, at 3 p.m. for a celebration of this anniversary.  This will b e a "Family Celebration" and we shall meet to glorify our mutual Lord and Savior to sing, smile, and pray.  Put the date on your calendar now.  It should be an uplifting afternoon as we gather at the Tom's River Church.

The Committee on Ministry alerted all congregations and ministers about notifying the Board of Pensions each year on the proper Board of Pensions form, of ALL changes of call, Shannon Vance-Ocampo, chair of the Committee on Preparation, announced that each Christmas the Committee sends a card and a book from the Alban Institute to each person under care.

Bills and Overtures Committee recommended and the Presbytery voted favorably to have five meetings a year instead of four.  Ordinarily, these meetings will be held on the fourth Tuesday of June, September, January, and November, and either March or April.  The 2009 schedule is January 27, March 24, June 23, September 22, and November 24.

The Presbytery voted favorably on all the overtures and resolutions that had come from the recent General Assembly.  All Presbyteries will be voting and half the presbyteries must vote favorably for any issue to pass.  The most controversial one that has been debated in various forms for 30 years is the one allowing gay and lesbians to be ordained as deacon, elder, or minister of the word and sacrament.

The Administrative Division Steering Committee presented 3 motions, on all of which Presbytery voted favorably.  (1) Presbytery will continue using the 2008 budget until the February 2009 (or March) Presbytery meeting at which a 2009 budget will be presented for adoption. (2) The committee that has been taking steps in a search for an Associate Executive should suspend activities pending a vote of the Presbytery. (3) The moderator is to contact West Jersey and New Brunswick Presbyteries to investigate and evaluate the possibility of sharing of staff resources.

The Rev. Phyllis Zoon urged churches to participate in the Cents-Ability Program.  She reported the following grants to hunger ministries in NJ in November:  Lunch Break (Red Bank) $400.  St. Gregory's Pantry (Pt. Pleasant) $400.  Trenton Area Soup Kitchen $1,000 and Morning Star Food Pantry $1,000.

The meeting concluded surprisingly early, considering the weightiness of some of the decisions made.

Gretchen Stults, Commissioner

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Senior Fellowship exercise class has grown and grown! We are currently keeping a waiting list. If you would like to be placed on the waiting list, please call Connie Bauder at 395-1215. 

EXERCISE SCHEDULE

January 5, January 8, January 12, January 15, January 19,
January 22, January 26, January 29

Upcoming Event
Join Senior Fellowship for a good time and a hot dog lunch on January 13, 2009 in Fellowship Hall at noon.  Our program will be show and tell.  Please bring something that has meaning for you to share with the group.  You could bring something that you made or something that was important to you as a child or something historical that you could explain to the group.  Presentations will be limited to 3 minutes and only one item, so that everyone gets a chance to present their item. This will be a fun way to spend a winter afternoon.  Please make reservations with Phyllis, 609-409-8533 by Monday, January 5 if you are not on the SF call list.  This program will be postponed if the weather should be inclement.
Program Schedule
Senior Fellowship is open for all seniors in the church or community. We have a wonderful group and would like to have you join us. We provide rides for those who need them. The Senior Fellowship coordinator is Connie Bauder. If you have any questions, please contact her at 395-1215.
SESSION NEWS
Gleanings from the Session Meeting

December 16, 2008

Pastor Lou opened the meeting by reading II Corinthians 9:15 "Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift," and a poem by Ann Weems, "THIS YEAR WILL BE DIFFERENT.”  He closed devotions with a prayer, pointing out that even at this season the work of the church goes on.

The death on November 28, 2008 and memorial service for Robert Shimer were noted.  Session voted to transfer, at their requests, the following persons: Virginia Suppers to Plainsboro Presbyterian Church; Robert Davison to Beverly Presbyterian Church, Edgewater Park, NJ; Nicole Girardet to the Congregational Church, Henniker, NH. 

During the pastor's report, Lou listed items which we should celebrate: Advent season, beautiful sanctuary and grounds, and beautiful worship, vespers--all the beautiful music, Men's Fellowship and Senior Fellowship Christmas programs, planning for Christmas Eve services, Youth retreats, sharing the Christmas story at CPNS, Thanksgiving food baskets, workday, outdoor advent scene.

Associate pastor, Rosanna, reported a successful trip to New York City to see the Dead Sea scrolls.

Barbara Hannon, Deacon Moderator, stated that the Deacons had delivered Thanksgiving baskets to 70 families, 10 more than they had expected, and some families received 2 baskets.  There is still some food available.

Gretchen Stults resigned as commissioner to Presbytery, after serving more years than she could recall.  She remarked that she had attended Presbytery meetings since 1978 when she was a Monmouth Presbytery commissioner to General Assembly in San Diego, and had been so impressed with the sense of the larger church.

Janice Parker, director of CPNS, reported that the children and teachers were enjoying each aspect of Christmas.  The 4 and 5-year olds and some 3-year olds presented a lovely program of Christmas music, complete with bells, for the Senior Fellowship luncheon December 16.

Bob Gregory was enthusiastic about the great trips the Junior Highs and Senior Highs had made to Johnsonburg, the camp itself having a powerful effect on the ten or so youth in each group.

Session approved the baptism of Konner Michael Bollentin, grandson of Dawn Simpson-Klotzbeacher on December 28.

Doris Wiegartner, chair of Mission, Service, and Grants Committee, pointed out the need the church van has for Easy-Pass.  The matter was referred to Buildings and Grounds, and the sentiment of Session was for meeting this need.

Larry White, chair of the Outreach Committee, announced that Sonja Bianchi, because of other heavy responsibilities, is stepping down as our webmaster.  Stan Dickerson has volunteered to help with the website.  Website visits in September were 1132, October 5503, November 1707. Gail Geijer and Ann Zimmerman volunteered to help with our membership tracking database inputs.  The committee will be sending care packages and Christmas cards to our servicemen/women during the holiday season.

Session voted approval of Daniel Kinney (non-church member), Kelly O'Keefe (non-church member), and Amy Dixon (church member) to a three-year term on the CPNS board beginning January 1, 2009.

Session meeting closed, as usual, with members, standing, holding hands, and praying the Lord's Prayer.

Gretchen Stults, Elder
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

ACTIVITIES IN JANUARY
Jan. 4
6-7:30 Youth Group “Kick Off the New Year” Youth & Parents’ Meeting in FH

Jan. 11
Coffee Hour: Students begin taking orders for Youth Mission Trip Hoagie Sale


5-6 pm Mentor Dinner with Confirmands in Fellowship Hall





6-8 pm Youth Group Bowling excursion at Brunswick Country Lanes 

Jan. 14
(Wed.) High School Cranbury Pizza 6:30-7:30pm 

Jan. 18
6:30 meet to go to the 7:00 pm Martin Luther King, Jr. Worship Service at Mt. Olivet in Hightstown

Jan. 25
6-7:30 Youth Group meeting in FH

Jan. 28 
(Wed.) High School Cranbury Pizza 6:30-7:30pm 

Jan. 30-31
(Fri.-Sat.) High school students service project: Serve at Guatemala Dinners

WALKING IN FAITH ARTICLE

Elder Ron Riemann

I grew up as a Lutheran in Minnesota.  My dad worked for IBM so we got transferred out east for two years in 1967.  That’s when I found out that not everyone was Lutheran.  Through all of our moves my parents would quickly get us involved in the nearest Lutheran Church, but due to moving about every three years we were not always able to get firm roots established.  The one constant was my grandparents’ churches in South Dakota where we visited often. Each set of grandparents had been members of their respective churches for 40-50 years (eventually 65 years). Although Lutherans tend to keep their feelings somewhat guarded it was always very apparent to me how important their faith was to them. If you’ve ever read or listened to Garrison Keillor’s stories about the fictional characters of Lake Wobegon – those are my relatives. They are easy to poke a little fun at, and easy to love.

Like many people just out of college, in new jobs, and just married, my wife Ann (a former Catholic from Princeton) and I busily grew away from church, not intentionally, it just seemed to happen. Newborns and toddlers didn’t alleviate this situation, but when our children turned 4-6 and we got our heads above water we began to realize what we had been missing and began searching for a church to attend. Since my wife had grown up in a family where her mother and father were different religions and attended separate churches it was very important to her that we represented a “united front” for our children and attended church together. We investigated Presbyterian and it only took two or three visits in 1996 to First Presbyterian of Cranbury to feel like we’d found our church.

Over the last 10-12 years, I have watched my parents become increasingly involved in volunteering and holding offices in their church in Charlotte. All of their children had moved on and they finally settled in one place and had the time to get involved at that level. We could really tell that they enjoyed their service to the church, and I always thought that that is what I would do when things settled down and I had more time. Fortunately for me, Lola Madsen had a different idea and persuaded me that the time was now and that I should serve as an Elder in our church. I thank her for her gentle salesmanship as I have thoroughly enjoyed my first 10 months of serving and have found that I “had the time” all along. 

I feel I am really starting to appreciate how much my faith is helping me in my personal and professional endeavors in ways that I hadn’t before. Compassion, love, and Christian values are solid, dependable constants in an ever-changing and increasingly chaotic world. Christ will always guide you.

January Birthdays
Taylor Arnold
1/01

Kristen Stewart
1/01

Mark Van Zevenbergen
1/01

Hope Kleppe
1/03

Sarah Mills
1/03

Thomas Patterson
1/03

Jennifer Rhodes
1/03

Connie Bauder
1/04

Gail Geijer
1/04

Rose Eller
1/05

Brianna Pinedo
1/05

Elliott Wilson
1/06

Margaret Collins
1/07

Ian Anuszewski
1/08

Patricia Bohrs
1/08

Barbara Mortensen
1/08

Nancy Rhodes
1/08

Darlene Chermak
1/09

Valerie Cier
1/10

Andrew Gaylo
1/11

Biagio Toto
1/11

Scott Yeager
1/11

Sydney Flyge
1/12

Katelyn Steenvoorden
1/13

Kelly Cole
1/14

Jessica Cier
1/15

Peter Miller
1/16

Adam Bloom
1/17

Sarah Reddan
1/17

Leslie May
1/17

Matthew Tamasi
1/18

Debra Bond
1/19

Andrew Kremann
1/19

Karen Moutenot
1/19

Alex Senopoulos
1/19

Marty Cassidy
1/20

Katherine Gerberich
1/20

Franklin Sutton
1/20

Russell Sutton
1/20

Kirstie Venanzi
1/20

George Arsnow
1/21

Chrisopher Gaylo
1/21

Victoria Cassidy
1/22

Hannah Anuszewski
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Lauren Scott
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Bradley Kong
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Katherine Davison
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Tommy Jondahl
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Scott Collins
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Liz Callaway
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Maggie Welch
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	Pastors

Rev. Dr. Louis Mitchell

Rev. Rosanna Anderson

	Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Fall/Winter Worship Service (Childcare provided)
	Church Office Hours

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Closed: 1/1, 1/2 and 1/19
	Christian Education for All Ages begins at 9:15 a.m.


	Cranbury Presbyterian Nursery School (CPNS)

Janice Parker, Director

Phone: 609-655-8663

cpnschool@ comcast.net
Closed: 1/1, 1/2 and 1/19
	You can view the monthly newsletter and calendar on our website at www.cranburypres.org.
If you have suggestions, or want to submit information to be included on the website, send your request to webmaster@cranburypres.org. Requests made by Wednesday will be posted on the website by Saturday.
	The deadline for the February Newsletter is January 22, 2009.  If possible, please submit articles as attachments via email to:
FirstPresOffice@comcast.net
	Dates and Deadlines

1/15  9:00a Session Material Due

1/20  7:30p Session Meeting
1/22   Newsletter Info Due


If you do NOT wish to receive hard copies of future newsletters in the mail,
please notify the church office.
	First Presbyterian Church

22 South Main Street

Cranbury, NJ  08512
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Please note:  On Saturday, January 10th there will be an Officer Training and Leadership Development event for all new and current elders and deacons at Princeton Theological Seminary from 8:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. 





Program descriptions and registration information can be found online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ptsem.edu/ce" �www.ptsem.edu/ce� or you can obtain a copy from the church office.





It is strongly recommended that you attend. 
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