The Cranbury Presbyterian

“We praise God that we are called to serve Christ in love. We invite others to join us in this calling.”

(From our Mission Statement)

22 South Main Street, Cranbury, NJ  08512

Phone:  609-395-0897
Fax:  609-860-6352

Email:  firstpresoffice@comcast.net

Website:  www.cranburypres.org

[image: image5.png]



From the Pastor…
Looking Back, Looking Ahead

With the summer coming quickly to an end and fall programs about to begin, we look back and forward as a church family. We had a good summer as a church. Our worship life was healthy and meaningful. Sermons focused on the Gospel of John, with several weeks looking at Jesus’ encounter with “the woman at the well.” Great sermons were also given by Pastor Rosanna and guest preachers Raymond Bonwell, Harry Bohrs and Joanne Petto. Don Klotzbeacher again filled our summer worship music with variety and excellence—soloists, instrumentalists, harpsichord and synthesizer! Some other summer highlights include the meaningful Guatemala mission trip led once again by George Conley. (The Guatemala mission team will report to us as part of our World Communion celebration in October.) Pastor Rosanna and a great team of volunteers again led a youth mission trip to Maine. She also did a terrific job coordinating the fun and educational Vacation Bible School Family Ministry program. Sarah Gordon represented our presbytery at the General Assembly meeting in San Diego. Also, there were celebrations of the Lord’s Supper, baptisms and commissionings. Thanks to everyone who coordinated and participated in those special events. 

Looking ahead, our Homecoming Picnic will be held on Sunday, September 7th.  The picnic is always a fun time of good food and fellowship. Wear your picnic clothes to church that day (the service is still at 10 AM then) and meet us outside right after the service. The next Sunday, September 14th, marks the beginning of our Sunday School program year. Classes for all ages begin at 9:15 AM. Also on that day (September 14th) the time of our worship service changes to 10:30 AM.

One final thought—it is important to look back and see if our pledges and giving are up to date and, in looking ahead, generously to respond in gratitude to God for all of the wonderful things God has done, is doing and will do in and through our church family.

    Blessings, Lou
From Pastor Rosanna…
“Faith, Hope and Love”

As I write this message in August, I look forward to the many interesting opportunities for worship, learning, friendship and mission that await our church family this fall! 

I smile when I look back on this summer. Highlights include the VBS Family Ministry “Jerusalem Marketplace” in July and the Maine Mission Trip in August. Both of these were wonderful times for growing in faith, hope and love. This phrase, of course, comes from the apostle Paul’s first letter to the Christians in Corinth (chapter 13). Faith is a gift that God gives us to believe in him and his goodness, which he has shown in forgiving us through his Son, Jesus. Our hope is based on this freely-given faith, a confidence and trust that especially when we can’t see it God will fulfill his promises and purposes for our lives and the world. The source of true love is the Lord God whose love endures forever, and who calls us to love him with all that we are and to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:38-40). Throughout our lifetime, and on each new day, God gives us ways to develop personally in faith, hope and love, as well as to reach out to share with other people these three tremendous gifts that make life meaningful. In fact, these three gifts were a theme for our Maine Mission Trip, and were embossed on the colored wrist bands we wore. Our team of 24 people had three work crews: the Blue Bears, the Silver Stars, and the White Wolves. Each participant had a wristband in the corresponding color for their work crew, all of which said faith, hope and love. They were a visible reminder of our togetherness and inclusion as a group. They were also a silent testimony to God’s precious gifts for each of us individually that brought us on the Mission Trip and that we wanted to share with the people we met in Maine.   

Big thanks go to each member of the Maine Mission Team for a job well done! Blue Bears Work Crew: Leaders Mike Kasper and Ken Gordon, students Sarah Gordon, (Life Guard), Brian Santoro, Steven Senko, Helene Cody, and Andrew Kasper; Silver Stars Work Crew: Leaders: Anne Gordon and Tom Senko, students Jenna Cody, Abby Gordon, AJ DeMarco, Katie Senko, and Warren Santoro; White Wolves Work Crew: Leaders Sharon Pulz (Treasurer) and Vicki Waciega, students Emily Olsson, Marley Pulz, Ally Rogers, Katie Olsson, and Cassi Waciega. Floating Leaders on all Work Crews: Linda Cody (Meal Coordinator), Clifford Anderson (HOME Liaison and Preacher), and Rosanna Anderson (Mission Trip Director and Associate Pastor)

Camp Johnsonburg’s summer programs also provided many students with other times of fun, fellowship and faith-building experiences. Among the campers who enjoyed Camp Johnsonburg this summer were Ryan Vandenberg, Abby Gordon, Cassi Waciega, Natalie Cassidy, Katie Olsson, Emily Olsson, Elisabeth Till, Christina Till, Mary Bruno, and Kenneth Carlson. Sarah Gordon returned as a Counselor.

Grace and peace, Rosanna

ADULT EDUCATION
ADULT EDUCATION on SUNDAY MORNING

September 28, October 5, 12 and 19- “Surrender to God” Using your spiritual gifts to serve Jesus Christ. This series will be led by Bob Gregory.

October 26- November 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30- “The Case for Christ” Deepen faith and deal with doubts or questions. Matt Rhodes will discuss Lee Strobel’s book.

October-November- Inquirers' Class led by Dr. Lou Mitchell in the Library.

December- Advent Series led by Pastor Rosanna Anderson

Dealing With Doubt
For about 30 years, I was at best a twice a year Christmas & Easter ‘Christian’.  I had so many doubts I felt like a liar going to church.  How can anyone really know whether or not God exists?  Faith?  What about science?  Don’t all the bad things that happen in the world disprove God’s existence?  What about Jesus?  Divine?  Or just a good teacher?  What if he never existed?  Maybe the resurrection was just a myth?  The worst one for me was how do we know he didn’t just pass out on the cross & revive in the tomb?  I was scared to ask anyone the things that went through my head.  Didn’t want a fight.  What could anyone tell me after 2000 years anyway?  In 2004, I read a book called “Case for Christ” by Lee Strobel.  It’s a page turner.  Like reading a fast paced mystery that’s hard to put down.  It gave me answers that helped & led to a rebirth of my faith.  I think it could help others, so I’d like to organize a few Adult Education classes around it.  They will start on October 26 and run through November 30. 

I don’t think anyone ever eliminates all doubts.  Faith is belief in spite of doubt.  If there were no doubt, there wouldn’t be any need for faith.  Some doubts, though, you can get rid of with knowledge, with the truth.  For others, we can’t get the knowledge, but we can still learn things to help control our doubts.  Thanks to God, I was able to get help for the questions that bothered me.  I’m not an expert on doubt, but I’d like to share what I learned, if any of my doubts ring a bell with you.  In the class we’ll go through Case for Christ; but the discussion won’t be exclusively restricted to that book.  I want people to feel free to share their doubts independent of whether they have ways to control them, so we can all discuss them & find help for our unbelief.  If doubt is a problem, come to the class, because there are lots of doubts you don’t have to live with.

Case for Christ is available locally in Barnes & Noble or Borders for ~$15; but I can get it cheaper online for ~$5 a copy.  Want one?  Let me know in church, by email (mattrhodes@comcast.net) or phone (609-799-3313).  Too busy for class?  I can still get you one.  Too busy to read?  That’s OK.  I intend to give out notes.  Too busy for class or reading?  I can email you a copy of my notes for the quick condensed version.  Mt 7:7 says “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”  I think that applies to help for our doubts.

May God always bless you with help for your doubts.

Matt Rhodes

ADULT EDUCATION AT OTHER TIMES

Cranbury Men’s Bible Study: Sundays 7:30-9 pm, The Cranbury Inn – 

All men are invited to join us in a relaxed setting at the Inn, starting on September 14. We are studying the Second Helvetic [Swiss] Confession. We use the weekly questions as the starting point for our conversation about confessing Christ in our contemporary context. Please contact Mike Kasper at cwcollector@aol.com or Clifford Anderson at clifford.anderson@csfarms.net for more information.

Martha Circle Women’s Bible Study: First Monday of the Month at 1:30 pm in the Library 

All women are welcome to attend! Our first meeting for the year will be on Monday, September 8. Our new study is “Jubilee: Luke's Gospel for the Poor.” The following description of the study recalls the time when Jesus read aloud in worship from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 61:1-2. "In the nine lessons of Jubilee: Luke's Gospel for the Poor, Dale Lindsay Morgan highlights Jesus' message of jubilee: 'he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor . . .  to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free…' (Luke 4:18). Learn about the many ways that Christ's jubilee message turned the world upside down, exalting the poor and including outsiders, bringing the love of God to all.” Our group enjoys a time of fellowship, Bible study and prayer, with the discussion led by Rose Eller. She can be reached at 655-9175.  

CHOIR NEWS

THE CHORALE - DINNER & REHEARSAL

The Chorale will start its Fall season with a dinner & rehearsal on Thursday, September 4 at the residence of Donovan and Dawn Klotzbeacher, 20 Stony Path Drive, Dayton, New Jersey.  A light dinner will be provided at 6:00 p.m.  A brief rehearsal will commence at 8:00 p.m. at the same location. Please note that it is not necessary to bring any food as everything will be provided.

Subsequent regularly-scheduled rehearsals will be held in the church sanctuary on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.  Each rehearsal lasts about 90 minutes.  If you have prior choral music experience or singing skills and are interested in joining The Chorale, please contact the director at 732-329-6020.

If you need directions or have other questions, please call above phone number.

Donovan Klotzbeacher, Organist-Choral Music Director

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
Sunday School 2008-2009 Program of Studies

This year our Sunday School students in Workshop Rotation (Grades 1-4) will review the Greatest Commandment and then learn the story of Moses. Our first Celebration Sunday is October 12.  The curriculum for the full year is available on the church website (http://www.cranburypres.org).  As in previous years, fifth graders undertake an in-depth study of the Old Testament while the sixth graders review the New Testament.  

Students in seventh grade and higher learn more about the Christian faith and what it means to be a member of the church in our Confirmation Program. Our biblical curriculum, based on the Study Catechism of the Presbyterian Church (USA), includes time for study, service, fellowship, and spiritual exploration.  

The course for the Youth Class (students in Grades 8-12) is "Ethics in Action." In this contemporary Bible study series, they learn about ethical issues in the news and the world, and how their Christian faith relates to them. Adult conversation partners assist them in a casual setting.
Sunday School Room Assignments

September 14, 2008

	Nursery  
	Room 17

	2 year olds  
	Room 18

	3 & 4 year olds 
	Room 19-20

	Kindergarten 
	Room 13

	1st and 2nd grade 
	Room 14

	3rd and 4th grade
	Room 8

	5th grade
	Room 24

	6th grade
	Room 26

	Confirmation Class
	McKnight Room

	8-12 grade Youth Class
	Youth Room


On Sunday, September 14, Grades 1 and 2 report to room 14 and Grades 3 and 4 report to room 8.
Bible Blast for Third Graders will take place on Friday, October 10 from 6 to 8 pm. The evening will be packed with fun activities to acquaint our third graders with our church, their classmates, and the Bibles they will receive during worship on Sunday, October 12. 

Highlights include:

· Fun & games from Biblical times 

· Bible cover decorating 

· Snack-time including important foods of the Bible 

· Dress as Bible characters (costumes provided) 

· Insider’s tour of the church including never-before-seen places  

We hope your third grader can come and join us for an evening of fun, learning, and adventure.  Look for more information to come in the mail and from the third grade shepherds.

Summer Highlight: Jerusalem Marketplace VBS Family Ministry (Monday, July 21- Thursday, 24 from 6:00-8:00pm)
THANK YOU VERY MUCH to ALL VBS FAMILY MINISTRY LEADERS! All our combined efforts were blessed by God to make a very fun, creative and successful VBS Family Ministry.

Registrar, Tribe Coordinator & Scheduler: Cathy Vogen

Kitchen Crew: Anne Gordon, George Conley, Lil Conley, Marty Santoro, Bonnie Beckford, Ken Gordon, Barbara Sears, Carole Vandercher, Chris Welch, and the Youth Group

Marketplace (Arts & Crafts) Leaders: Barbara Santoro, Renee Welch, Jodene Miller, Avery Bonwell, and other youth and adult helpers 

Recreation Activity Leaders: Renee Welch, Amy Dixon, Barbara Santoro, Fran Stewart, Janice Parker, Rosanna Anderson, Matt Rhodes, and youth helpers

Synagogue Leaders: Raymond Bonwell, Jerry Yochelson, Ellen and Marissa Yochelson, Rosanna Anderson, and Lou Mitchell

Music and Dance Leaders: Dorothy Klotzbeacher, Scott Collins, Ellen Yochelson, Jerry Yochelson, Abby Gordon, Emma Huang, Taylor Miller, Jenny Rhodes, Lilly Santoro, Helene Cody, Jenna Cody, and Zach Conley

MCs and Contest Leaders: Bob Gregory, Rosanna Anderson, Peter Miller, and KY Huang 

Computer Wizard, Tech Support, Projector Assistance and Music Texts: Peter Miller, Raymond Bonwell, Janice Parker, and Cathy Vogen

Decoration Team and Clean Up Crew: Matt Rhodes, Nancy Rhodes, Jenny Rhodes, KY Huang, Jodene Miller, Peter Miller, Hunter Miller, Taylor Miller, Barbara Santoro, Brian Santoro, Warren Santoro, Lilly Santoro, and Rosanna Anderson

Photographers: Sarah Gordon, and Barbara Santoro 

Drama Team and Other Youth Helpers: Avery Bonwell, Helene Cody, Jenna Cody, Zach Conley, AJ DeMarco, Brian Santoro, Lily Santoro, Warren Santoro, Katie Senko, Steven Senko, Cassi Waciega, Emma Welch, and Maggie Welch 

Other Adult Helpers: Daune Arsnow, Margie Conley, Gordon Fraser, Joan Fraser, and Margo Wegner

People Who Loaned Table Items or Donated Food: Rosanna Anderson, Bonnie Beckford, Barbara Danser, Joan Fraser, Doreen Grand-Jean, Gladys Frisch, Cyndi Girardet, Rebecca Huselid, Patti Janovitz, Heidi Knowlton, Susan Mavoides, Peter Miller, Karen Moser, Marie Perrine, Joanne Petto, Linda Protinick, Ginny Swanagan, Henni Sushereba, Matt Rhodes, and Margo Wegner

People Who Loaned Decorations: Heidi Bonwell, Rebecca Huselid, Barbara Santoro, Marie Perrine, Rosanna Anderson, and Claire Maselli’s daughter Silvia

As always, we greatly appreciate our excellent office staff support provided by Sharon Ramkishun and Jane Siebert.

I am also very thankful for the assistance Heidi Bonwell and Vicki Waciega gave in the early stages of this special project. 

Most Sincerely, Pastor Rosanna

CONFIRMATION CORNER

Confirmation Class will begin on the first day of Sunday School, September 14, at 9:15 am in the McKnight Room. Our Confirmation Class Parents’ Meeting will be after worship that day at 11:30 am in the McKnight Room- just bring your coffee downstairs! Students will be introduced to the congregation during worship on September 21, when we will pray for them and their teachers Patti Janovitz, Evan Janovitz and Seminarian Jill Rumpf in this stage of their spiritual journey. Our Confirmation Program encompasses a weekly Sunday School class as well as occasional mission/service projects, field trips and fellowship activities including a group mentor program. Our interactive curriculum is based on the Study Catechism of the Presbyterian Church (USA), a copy of which will be given to each participant. Each student should bring his or her Bible to class. Confirmation is open to any student in seventh grade or higher who has not yet confirmed his or her faith as an adult believer in Jesus Christ. For more information, please feel free to contact Pastor Rosanna at the Church Office. 
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CPNS NEWS
We hope everyone had the time to relax and enjoy the summer.  Our staff at CPNS has been busy working on plans and curriculum as well as getting everything ready for a new school year. We are all looking forward to filling our classrooms and hallways with the sight and sounds of children and their families. 

We have had a few changes this summer and wanted to share them with you.  One of our teachers who has been with CPNS for many years has left us.  We have appreciated all she has done for us at CPNS as well as all the children’s lives she has directly impacted.  Pam Ornberg left CPNS as of August 1.  We are sad to see her go, but know the children in her care at her new school will be blessed having her as their teacher. 

With the challenges of integrated preschools in our local school districts, and the economy the way it is, our 4-day afternoon class has been cancelled for the 2008-2009 school year.  The children that were in that class have been placed in the other openings we had in our 4/5-year-old classes.  The decision was made taking into consideration a variety of factors.

So with all of these changes, we then had an opening for a T-Th-F AM 4/5-year-old class teacher.  God always has a plan and things always seem to fit into place here at CPNS.  Rosellyn Cassidy will be our T-Th-F AM teacher.  Her assistant in that class will be Sheila Morrissey.  Both teachers have been involved with our lunch program and have also substituted here for a few years.  Both have had children at CPNS, and talk about a small world, both their youngest children were in Mrs. Bartolone’s class together several years ago.

CPNS is blessed with both individuals.  We know that the children will be loved, respected and taught with all of our CPNS values that continue to separate us from all the other schools.

Many of you know Rosellyn Cassidy as our Sunday School Superintendant here at the church.  She is an elder and very involved in our Christian Education Committee.  Rosellyn has received her graduate level teaching certificate in Elementary Education from Rider University.  She has early childhood education experience as a kindergarten student teacher, as well as a substitute in our local public school districts, CPNS and Montessori Schools.

Mrs. Morrissey has been a room parent in the West Windsor-Plainsboro school district, a soccer coach for the WWFSA as well as a PREP teacher at St. David the King Church where she is a member. 

We are so happy they are joining our CPNS family as classroom teachers this year.

Our Parent Information Sessions better known in previous years as our Back-To-School night will be on Thursday, September 4.  This evening will give parents an opportunity to review school policy and give them all the necessary information about our CPNS programs.  Parents will also have the opportunity to meet with their child’s teachers in the classrooms.  Our Open House is Friday, September 5, which gives the children an opportunity to meet their teachers, and their new friends.  Monday, September 8 we will begin our regular scheduled school year.  

Our Getting to Know You Day introduces the children to all of the teachers in our school and the music program.  We also have a parent social that day for the parents to get to know each other as well.  Please stop by for light refreshments and meet our parents at 11:00 and 2:30 on September 24 and 25 in the McKnight Room.

We continue to review our curriculum and look for new resources so our children are provided with the most developmentaly appropriate academic preschool program.  We will continue to use a developmental continuum assessment for all our children so we can meet them at the level they are at, and provide them with the tools to continue to their next level.  We will also continue to use the Kindergarten Assessment Criteria with all of our 4/5-year old children, giving parents all the information they need to ensure their child will be ready for Kindergarten.

We are looking forward to once again sharing with our parents what and how their children are learning in all of our content areas and what they can do at home to increase their child’s academic success.  

Our enrichment programs this year will include Art & Literacy, Music & Movement as well as a new one, Science & Math.  We also are providing our lunch program 5 days a week.

Last year, we began the self study for the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) accreditation and have applied for Candidacy and our application has been accepted.  We are hoping to finish the process sometime this spring.

If you are interested or if you know of anyone who may be interested in our preschool program, we have just a few openings in our 3 year old program for the school year 2008-2009 beginning in September.  Please call Janice at 655-8663 or send us an e-mail at CPNSchool@comcast.net for additional information.

We are all looking forward to a wonderful and exciting school year. It will be a blessing to hear the children’s voices fill our school once again.

Your Friends at CPNS

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
The Men’s Fellowship Club will meet for breakfast at the Cranbury Inn at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, September 25 to begin a new series of programs after our summer break.  Our speaker after breakfast will be Walter Marz from Rossmoor.  Walter is a professional photographer who has given us excellent programs in past years.  His new program is from various parts of the world, with beautiful scenery and some interesting wildlife.  He will describe the scenes and answer questions.
Ladies of our congregation are especially invited to join us on September 25 to enjoy the fellowship and the program.  Announcements of future programs will also be made.

MISSION, SERVICE & GRANTS NEWS
TASK NEEDS OUR HELP!

Here is a wonderful way to serve others in need and have fellowship with other members of our church. Please contact Anne Gordon if you would like to join us to serve a meal at the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. The church van departs the parking lot by 2:30 p.m. and returns by 5:45 p.m. If you have donations: men’s clothing, food items, baby food, hygiene kits or books, call Anne Gordon at 409-7885.  We go to TASK on the first Thursday of the month – September 4, October 2, and November 6.
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Yes, Holiday Time is getting near……. And so is our 1st “CARING CRAFTS” Event!

Mark Your Calendar – Sunday, November 16th
during Coffee Hour

Caring Crafts is a special Mission opportunity to raise funds for our First Pres-Cranbury medical missionaries in the Congo, Dr. Michael Haninger and his wife Nancy, an R. N.  They are doing God’s work among some of the most needy, injured and malnourished people in Africa, and they need our help to continue that crucial work.

What can “Caring Crafts” and YOU Do?

Our Caring Crafts sale in November is your opportunity to contribute one or more crafts which you, your friends or family members have made.  We will sell these wonderful crafts at our sale on November 16th (and maybe a few additional Sundays), and all the proceeds from these crafts will be contributed to the Haninger’s mission work through PC(USA)’s Mission Connection.

The time is getting nearer and nearer, so please get your hands and hearts going so that whatever crafts you enjoy making can be ready for the Caring Crafts sale. Any and all crafts are welcome:  knitting, sewing, art work, wood work, beads and jewelry and so much more.  Children’s crafts are also very welcome.

BUT THERE’S MORE ….  In addition to giving your special crafts to support the Haninger’s mission work, we need Crafty Customers!  The Caring Crafts sale is your chance to buy unique gifts for the holidays as well as for yourself and your home.  That’s the way these crafts get transformed into the funds needed for the Haningers and their mission work in the Congo.  Checks made out to our church will be welcome at the sale as well as cash, of course.  

FOR OUR CRAFTERS:    We Need to Have Your Crafts Prior to the Sale

Please plan to bring the crafts you are donating to church during coffee hour on Sunday, November 9th.  If that is not convenient for you, we’ll work out a time during the week prior to 11/16. Just call and let us know……call Carol Kientz at 609/426-0690 or email Carol at cjkientz@verizon.net.  Questions?  Call or email Carol for assistance.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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Hey, everyone! This year's CROP Walk will be held on Sunday, October 19 at 2pm at Mercer County Park. Participating in CROP Walk is a great way to help fight hunger in our communities and around the world. It's also a great way to spend time with friends and family! Bring that 
pal you've been wanting to catch up with and chat while you walk. Spend some one-on-one time with your child or spouse. Take your dog (or cat!) for a nice long walk (leash required, of course). It's all for a good cause. More details will follow. So make sure to mark your calendars and come out for a great day of exercise, fellowship, and fun!
Karen Jones
MISSION MATTERS

SPECIAL NOTICE!  We'll be leaving for Johnsonburg Camp and Conference Center Saturday, September 20 at 9:30 a.m.  How about coming along?  The first fourteen to sign up will ride in the church van.  We'll be treated to lunch in the camp dining room, a tour of the camp, some free time to wander around this beautiful place on a fall day, and a brief worship service by a resident staff member to remind us of the God who made this wonderful place.  And all this for only $15.00!  Sign up at coffee hour or call the church office and make your reservation.  If others wish to drive, cost is $12.00.  Do put this date and this trip on YOUR calendar.

Thanks to all of you who participated in the Bread for the World BFW Offering of Letters in the spring. Your letters helped Bread for the World reduce hunger and bad nutrition around the world.  Let me pass on a few examples of the differences in which Bread for the World has had a part: producing an improved (although not perfect) farm bill, helping to make people realize that the farm bill is a social justice issue, providing for more funding for food stamps, setting the stage for deeper reform in the years ahead.

BFW has helped win another large increase in U.S. poverty-focused assistance to poor nations and has led the U.S. government to more than double poverty-focused development assistance in less than a decade.  There are 29 million more African children who now in school, and l.4 million Africans are on life-saving HIV/AIDS medication.  Africa is doing most of the work to overcome poverty but U.S. aid programs have been very important.  And in our own country BFW advocacy for national nutrition programs has helped to keep hunger from increasing.  Bread for the World lobbied to prevent shifting $200 million from development assistance to countries that are strategically important to the U.S., and thanks in part to their effort, this shift was avoided.

Connie Bauder, director of Senior Fellowship, announced that the group had a wonderful trip to the Iris Gardens and had also enjoyed a guided tour of Morven.  More exciting journeys and programs will be offered, come September.  Don't miss all the exciting, entertaining events this organization provides.

Thanks to all who contributed to the Pentecost offering which totaled $1151; 40% of which is allocated to the local church.  The Mission, Service, and Grants Committee decided to designate Home, Inc. (our youth went to Home, in Maine, in August--their third such trip) as the recipient specifying that it be given to a youth mission of that organization.

The committee recommended, and Session approved the following grants: Johnsonburg for the Bob Haverkamp Memorial Fund: $2,000.  In addition $1,000 is sent from budgeted funds.  Sarah Gordon and Lauren Scott served on the staff at Johnsonburg this summer.  Many of our church youth have enjoyed summer camp in the past and will be attending in this and future years.  Better Beginnings, the day care at the Hightstown Presbyterian Church, is a benevolent institution, which serves the children of low-income parents: $2,500. This allows $500 for supplies, etc. for each of the five classes.  Doris Wiegartner volunteers at this day care center and so is personally acquainted with needs.

TASK: $5,000 for operating expenses.  We are all, I think, familiar with the wonderful services provided by TASK and of our involvement with it both financially and personally.  $1,000 of this bequest was tabled to December due to endowment funds availability.  PC(USA) Disaster Relief to assist Myanmar, China, etc..: $3,000 with $1,704 coming from the reserve account.  Be assured that Presbyterian Disaster Relief is to be found wherever there is disaster but doubtless it is stretched right now with the many disasters around the world and here in our own country and needs all the help we as individuals or the church can contribute.  Home, Inc.: $2,000 to be contributed to its mission. 

Karen Jones who has again taken responsibility for the CROP Walk announced that the date for this year is October 19.  You will be hearing more about this important event as the day approaches.

Gretchen Stults

NEW MEMBERS
Bill Beam and Eileen Beam
Bill and Eileen Beam moved to Cranbury three years ago. They join the congregation by letter of transfer from Dutch Neck Presbyterian Church, where they were members for over 15 years. They have two sons, Jeff and Eric, both graduates of Lehigh University. Bill works in New York as an engineering manager for WABC-TV. Eileen teaches 5th grade at Village Elementary School in West Windsor.  Welcome!
OTHER NEWS
The Woman's Club of Cranbury invites you to attend an Election Night Supper on Tuesday, November 4, in Fellowship Hall.  The menu will feature baked chicken, with servings at 5 PM & 6:30 PM.  Tickets are $15, and a special menu selection for children 10 and under is $6. Take-outs are available at the same prices. Proceeds will go to the club's scholarship fund.  For information and tickets, please call 860-0125 or 937-9332. 
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PERSONNEL & ADMINISTRATION NEWS

Volunteer Fingerprinting Process 2008

As many of you are aware, all of our volunteers with children and youth are asked to complete our child protection process.  This includes completing an application and participating in the fingerprint process through the Volunteer Review Operation with the NJ State Police.  The new process used for fingerprinting is currently an electronic one done through a company called Sagem Morpho, Inc.

If you have already participated in our volunteer process and have received an approval letter you are not required to do anything else at this time.

If this is your first time as a volunteer with our children and youth, first we would like to thank you for volunteering and sharing your time and talents with your church family.  If you have previously been fingerprinted for another volunteer program and/or your occupation, you will still need to follow and complete the process here at the First Presbyterian Church of Cranbury.

First complete an application; you can find one in the church office.  Once your application is complete you will be provided with the necessary information to complete fingerprint process.

Any questions should be directed to George Conley at (609)395-0513.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

Childcare Providers for our Church Nursery:  Looking for one adult from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. for childcare.  Also, we are looking for one youth from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. for childcare during the Sunday school hour. Both positions will begin in September.

Church Office Assistant: Looking for someone to work 20 hours per week in the church office beginning in October.

Contact Dr. Mitchell for further information at 395-0897.

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Senior Fellowship exercise class has grown and grown and grown. We are currently keeping a waiting list. If you would like to be placed on the waiting list, please call Connie Bauder at 395-1215. 
EXERCISE SCHEDULE

September 4, September 8, September 11
September 15, September 18, September 22,

September 25, September 29
Upcoming Trip
All members of the community age 55 or over were invited to join Senior Fellowship on a shore excursion to Jenkinson’s Aquarium on Tuesday, September 9, where we will enjoy a guided tour featuring underwater and rainforest exhibits. We will experience sharks, vibrantly colored fish and breathtaking stingrays in their natural habitats. Beyond the huge 58,000 gallon aquarium exhibit, you will also see monkeys, colorful parrots and seals. After our tour, we will have an opportunity to stroll along the Point Pleasant Boardwalk, walk on the beach or just sit and relax on a bench. Bring a brown bag lunch to eat in the Pavilion. Dessert and beverage will be provided. We must depart the church parking lot promptly at 10:30 a.m.  This trip will be rescheduled if it rains.  Please note - registration for this trip is now closed.
Program Schedule
Senior fellowship is open for all seniors in the church or community. We have a wonderful group and would like to have you join us. We provide rides for those who need them. The Senior Fellowship coordinator is Connie Bauder. If you have any questions, please contact her at 395-1215.
SESSION NEWS

Gleanings from the Session Meeting

June 17, 2008

Pastor Lou Mitchell opened the meeting with a "Teaching Moment" during which he listed some bad communication habits named in "Cleaning Up Bad Communication Habits."  The three particularly bad ones are triangulation, pass-through communication, and anonymous feedback.  He spoke briefly about these means of communication and the need to avoid them.  He closed this section of the meeting with prayer.

We received an invitation to a tea on June 29 at Lakewood Church honoring Presbytery employees, Gary Filson who is retiring as Stated Clerk, and Nancy Rodman who is retiring as resource director.  Monetary gifts to them will be sent to Johnsonburg, at their request.

The pastor's report encouraged celebration within the church family for hosting the Presbytery Meeting at which Pastor Rosanna and Sarah Gordon were honored and recognized, Children and Youth Sunday, Strawberry Festival, Guatemala Commissioning and Mission Trip, no session meeting in July, and Girl Scout Gold Award for Sarah Mills and Sarah Gordon.

Reporting for the Deacons, Moderator Barbara Hannon announced it is estimated that the Strawberry Festival had netted about $3,100.  Session voted to accept the recommendation of the Deacons to consolidate the Ted Robbins and Deacons Relief funds with regular benevolence fund, thus giving them more flexibility in using the funds in their benevolene efforts.

Janice Parker stated that CPNS is running well, that trained observers were impressed with what they saw of the school, particularly in the way teachers interacted with and related to the children.  Competition is much keener for nursery schools due to changes in the public educational system and everyone's financial pressures.  Janice noted that Cranbury Day is asking that all presentations, etc. be environmentally friendly, and that the school intends to participate.  Larry White indicated that the Outreach Committee would also take part.

Congregational Life listed upcoming dates, indicating that with the exception of the Homecoming Picnic and the Christmas Dinner, most dates are somewhat flexible: Homecoming Picnic, Sept. 7, Golden Agers, Oct. 20 or TBA, Christmas Dinner, December 7, Game Night, March 1, All Church Breakfast April 19, Women's Tea, May 17.

Alan Danser reported that while plate income is down, expenses are under budget and pledges are on budget.  Thanks to all of you who are keeping up your pledges, especially during the summer months.

Session received the report of the audit committee for fiscal year 2006.  The committee is elected by the congregation and members are Andy Moutenot, George Smith, and Dietrich Wahlers.

Doris Wiegartner announced that Johnsonburg had accepted requests from two other camps that cannot operate this year to accommodate 100 campers.  There is some financial support for these children, but Johnsonburg needs $25,000 to run the camp properly with these additional children.  Session approved a motion to give $1,000 to Johnsonburg from endowment funds, Mission, Service, and Grants Committee to determine whether the money should come from reserve or regular funds.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. with members standing, holding hands, and praying the Lord's prayer.

Gretchen Stults, Session member

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE NEWS

Our pledge receipts have fallen off even more than usual over this summer. We have gone from being right on budget at the end of May to $12,000.00 behind at this point.  Please take a moment to check if your pledge is up to date. If so we thank you, and if not please try to catch up.  The church’s expenses continue through the summer and we need to keep the collections up as well. Thank you.
WALKING IN FAITH
Elder Walter Wright

I have been asked about my Christian affiliation.  It is simple, having lived for almost 80 years, I have observed from life’s experience that there are two ways.  One being Christ’s way; and the other being non-fulfillment to disaster.  Because of Him, I am a free person.  Read the history of this country.  We stood up for our freedom and engaged in a war for our freedom; a war from a military aspect we should never have won.  However, through providence is intervention this nation evolved.  Thus, we are a free people who have influenced freedom in other areas of the world.   Because of this freedom, this nation has been enabled to accomplish and do more for mankind than any other nation in history.  I believe it is all because of Christ and His ways.

Unfortunately, for us and the rest of the world, we are drifting away from His ways.  We can see the beginning of this nation’s deterioration.  Forget Christ and we will deteriorate as a person, and as a nation.

I have found Christ to be only a prayer away, as always present.  In times of physical pain, when I have asked for just a little relief, it has always been granted.  In times of mental anguish, a prayer asking for insight and understanding in the end has been granted.

The orthodox Presbyterian Church has afforded me a comfortable, fulfilling way of worship…all because of our Lord to whom I pledged my allegiance, and give thanks.

WORSHIP NEWS
Over the years, many people have helped before, during and after funeral receptions.  I would like everyone to know who they are and how much they are appreciated.

Liz Callaway
Lil Conley

Barbara & Bub Danser
Rose Eller

Nancy Ellis
Gladys Frisch

Craig Gilbert
Sally Giovanos

Anne Gordon
Mary Jane Hager

Peg Hagerty
Barbara Hannon

Jane Huff
Norma Keller

Eileen Keve
Carol Kientz

Heidi & Cabot Knowlton
Lola Madsen

Karen Moser
Janet & Rich Pape

Janice Parker
Marie Perrine

Gloria Jean Ryba
Pat Scott

Jane Siebert
Carol Sprout

Diane Smith
Jean Specht

Fran, David, Daniel, George & Peter Stewart 

Gretchen Stults
Hennie Sushereba

Ginny Swanagan
Donna Urness

Bob & Sam Venanzi
Barbara Wahlers
Doris Wiegartner

If I inadvertently left anyone off the list, please let me know.  Pastor Lou of course is always a great help.  Thank you for all you do and hopefully will continue to do if possible.

God bless!  Bev Gilbert

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

Parents of College Students

Ah, the joys, challenges, stresses and adventures of being in college! We remember the students of our congregation and are praying for them. Please help us stay up to date with their current addresses, so that our Youth Group can send a care package in mid-October. Please be sure to email contact information to Pastor Rosanna at firstpresap@comcast.net as soon as possible.  Thank you in advance!
September Calendar 

Sept. 7 
11 am All Church Picnic after the 10 am worship service

Sept. 14 
9:15 am First day of Sunday school, including Confirmation Class


10:30 am Worship followed by Fellowship


11:30 am Confirmation Program Parents’ Meeting in the McKnight Room


6-7:30 pm Youth Group Kick Off & Parents’ Meeting – Everyone, bring your calendars and get set to sign up for special events!

Sept. 21
11:30 am Youth Group Car Wash & Bake Sale for HOME, Inc.



No evening activity.

Sept. 24
(Wed.) High School Group at Cranbury Pizza from 6:30-7:30pm

Sept. 28
6-7:30pm Youth Group on “Jesus & Relationships” 

Save the Date for Other Fall Activities

Oct. 3
(Friday at 4 pm) through Oct. 5 (Sunday at 12:30 pm) Middle School Fall Retreat at Camp Johnsonburg on “Team Building.” Several parents are needed as leaders. 

Oct. 25
(Saturday afternoon) Princeton University football vs. Harvard

Nov. 21
(Friday at 4 pm) through Nov. 23 (Sunday at 12:30 pm) High School Fall Retreat at Camp Johnsonburg on “Created in God’s Image” Several parents are needed to serve as leaders.

September Birthdays

Leanne Leslie
9/01

Sarah Perry
9/02

Edward Zimmerman
9/02

Robert Cugini
9/03

Phoebe Kong
9/03

Lauro Ochoa
9/03

Kathryn Mitchell
9/04

James Will
9/05

Stacey Applegate
9/06

William Beam
9/06

Helen Davies
9/06

Katie O'Shaughnessy
9/06

Scott Vitabile
9/06

Eileen Beam
9/07

Warren Fitzgerald
9/07

Alden Reyes
9/07

Jim Till
9/07

A.J DeMarco
9/08

Jacob Lee
9/08

Alexandra Steuterman
9/08

Megan Wiseman
9/08

Harvey Davison
9/09

Marcella Woodward
9/09

Sean McNamara
9/10

Cheryl Sholl
9/11

Patricia Wood
9/11

Diane Yeager
9/12

Ruth Blackmer
9/13

Diane Cox
9/13

Benjamin Konrad
9/13

Christopher Dunnett
9/14

Joseph Fetch
9/14

Alex DePaula
9/16

Carol Edelson
9/16

Larry White
9/16

Richard Janni
9/17

Hayden Reyes
9/17

Betty Borgeson
9/18

Nancy Chonko
9/18

Erin Smith
9/19

Wade Wegner
9/19

Lian Wegryn
9/19

Kevin Toth
9/20

Emily Toth
9/20

Sonja Bianchi
9/21

Robin Drew
9/21

Brady Schafer
9/21

Everett Campbell
9/22

Jennifer Ferro
9/22

Michael Fitzgerald
9/22

Robert Shimer
9/22

Evan Hughes
9/24

Ann Zimmerman
9/24

Karissa Stiglic
9/25

Pat Cavender
9/26

Benjamin Hartman
9/26

Christina Kipp
9/26

Emily Olsson
9/26

Janet Pape
9/26

Jennifer Clayton
9/28

Olivia Corr
9/28

Tara E. Steuterman
9/28

Lynn Barclay
9/29

Marion Hagerty
9/29

John Jeffers
9/29

Maria Rosado
9/29

Robert Cugini
9/30

Deborah Fetch
9/30

Donna Holcomb
9/30

Laura Warne
9/30

Break the Bread of New Creation

2008 Peacemaking Offering

The Presbyterian Peace Offering will be received on World Communion Sunday, October 5.  As Presbyterians around the world, we will break the bread of new creation and offer Christ’s peace to a suffering world.  On that day we celebrate our unity as Christ’s church, made up of people of every nation around the world.  As we receive the bread and cup, we also receive the peace that Christ offers, a peace we are to pass to the world.

Please join me by contributing generously to the Peacemaking Offering.  This offering supports a great variety of peacemaking efforts; 25 percent is retained by our congregation, 25 percent is used by the Synod and Presbytery and 50 percent is allocated to General Assembly ministries.

In our Sunday church bulletin there will be different inserts that highlight several exciting peacemaking efforts sponsored by the Presbyterian Church.  Please take the time to read them and join people around the world by supporting world peace.

Now hear these words:  as the familiar song goes, “Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me”.  Together let’s act boldly and intentionally by giving with our heart and money to the 2008 Peacemaking Offering.


Blessings abound, 
Anne Gordon

Chairperson, 2008 Peacemaking Offering

	Pastors

Rev. Dr. Louis Mitchell

Rev. Rosanna Anderson

	Worship Service
9/7      10:00 a.m. Worship (Childcare provided)
9/14    10:30 a.m. Fall/Winter Worship Service begins (Childcare provided)
	Church Office Hours

Beginning on 9/8 church office hours are from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Closed – 9/1 (Labor Day)
	Christian Education for All Ages begins at 9:15 a.m.


	Cranbury Presbyterian Nursery School (CPNS)

Janice Parker, Director

Phone: 609-655-8663

cpnschool@ comcast.net
9/8 - First Day of School
	You can view the monthly newsletter and calendar on our website at www.cranburypres.org. .

If you have suggestions, or want to submit information to be included on the website, send your request to webmaster@cranburypres.org. Requests made by Wednesday will be posted on the website by Saturday.
	The deadline for the October Newsletter is September 18, 2008.  If possible, please submit articles as attachments via email to:

FirstPresOffice@comcast.net
	Dates and Deadlines

9/11     Session Material Due

9/16     Session Meeting
9/18     September Newsletter Info Due


If you do NOT wish to receive hard copies of future newsletters in the mail,
please notify the church office.
	First Presbyterian Church

22 South Main Street

Cranbury, NJ  08512


	
	Presorted

Standard

Rate

US Postage

Paid

Permit No. 38

	
	

	ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
	
































�























� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.churchworldservice.org/CROP/images/hires/2008poster.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








September 2008

















11
3

