The Cranbury Presbyterian

“We praise God that we are called to serve Christ in love. We invite others to join us in this calling.”

(From our Mission Statement)

22 South Main Street, Cranbury, NJ  08512

Phone:  609-395-0897
Fax:  609-860-6352

Email:  firstpresoffice@comcast.net

Website:  www.cranburypres.org
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From the Pastor…
I have a folder in my files to which I turn every year around this time. It is marked “Christmas Material” and it contains treasures of advents and Christmases past. There I have saved bulletins of services, Christmas stories, poems, articles and prayers. Every year, looking through that folder helps me relive wonderful memories even as I plan for the present season. Here are a few of those treasures. The first is a prayer by Peter Marshall, who was for a number of years the chaplain of the US Senate. I like this prayer so much that I make use of it in one way or another almost every year. Next is a poem by an unknown author depicting the impact of that “One Solitary Life” born in Bethlehem. Lastly, there is a poem by Christina Rossetti that tells what our response should be to God’s great gift to us. I hope you will treasure these pieces as I have.

A Christmas Prayer by Peter Marshall
We thank Thee, O God, for the return of the wondrous spell of this Christmas season that brings its own sweet joy into our jaded and troubled hearts. Forbid it, Lord, that we should celebrate without understanding what we celebrate, or like our counterparts so long ago, fail to see the star or to hear the song of glorious promise. As our hearts yield to the spirit of Christmas, may we discover that it is Thy Holy Spirit who comes – not a sentiment, but a power – to remind us of the only way by which there may be peace on the earth and good will among men. May we not spend Christmas, but keep it, that we may be kept in its hope, through Him who emptied Himself in coming to us that we might be filled with peace and joy in returning to God. Amen.

One Solitary Life. Author Unknown

He was born in an obscure village.  He worked in a carpenter shop until he was thirty.  He then became an itinerant preacher.  He never held an office.  He never had a family or owned a house.  He didn’t go to college.  He had no credentials but himself.  He was only thirty-three when the public turned against him.  His friends ran away.  He was turned over to the enemies and went through the mockery of a trial.  He was nailed to a cross between two thieves.  While he was dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing, the only property he had on earth.  He was laid in a borrowed grave.  Nineteen [now twenty] centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of the human race.  All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned have not affected the life of man on this earth as much as that one solitary life.

What can I give Him? by Christina Rossetti
What can I give Him,  poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise man, I would do my part.

Yet what can I give Him? Give my heart.

Have a blessed and wonderful advent and Christmas.
     Blessings, Lou
From Pastor Rosanna…

Gratitude and thankfulness are the words I want to share with you all in this holiday season. I am truly grateful that the Lord has called me here to be a part of the staff of this congregation. It is a joy to be a part of this team and to help support the many other leaders and volunteers who make the ministries we envision together become realities. The inspiration, dedication, and hard work of so many people in our midst help to bless people of all ages through the worship life, education, outreach and mission in our wider community. Yet we also know that God gives us happiness of heart, insights about grace, and the satisfaction of fulfilling our duties through helping others. As we look back on all that we have accomplished in this year 2007 and look forward to the new year 2008, may we give thanks to God and trust in his providential care and faithful love.

Grace and peace, Rosanna

ADULT EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION ON SUNDAY MORNINGS
During the 9:15-10:15 a.m. Christian Education Hour

Sunday, December 2: Guest Speaker in Fellowship Hall

The Reverend Doctor Karla Ann Koll is a mission co-worker with the Presbyterian Church (USA) who serves as professor of mission, history and religions with the Latin American Biblical University (Costa Rica) and the Evangelical Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America (Guatemala). She and her family live in Quetzaltenango, Guatemala. She has been serving in Guatemala since 2000. Previously, she worked in Nicaragua for eight years. She is currently in the United States on mission interpretation assignment. She and her daughter are living at Princeton Theological Seminary.

Rev. Dr. Koll will share about the work of mission in Guatemala today. She will be showing part of “Precarious Peace: God and Guatemala,” a film which explores the relationships between faith groups in Guatemala after the signing of the peace accords.

Sundays, December 9 and 16 Advent Series with Rev. Rosanna Anderson in Fellowship Hall 

We will read biblical passages related to the New Testament women Mary and her cousin Elizabeth, and consider some precursors of women of faith in the Old Testament. We will also look at paintings of the Annunciation by the angel Gabriel and other artwork related to Advent themes of faith, hope and love.

ADULT EDUCATION AT OTHER TIMES

Cranbury Men’s Bible Study: Sundays 7:30p-9:00 p.m., The Cranbury Inn - Join us in our new study of the Second Helvetic [Swiss] Confession. We use the weekly questions as the starting point for our conversation about confessing Christ in our contemporary context. Please contact Mike Kasper at cwcollector@aol.com or Clifford Anderson at clifford.anderson@csfarms.net for more information.
Martha’s Circle Women’s Bible Study
First Monday of the Month at 1:30 p.m. in the Library 
Our study this year is “Above and Beyond: Hearing God's Call in Jonah and Ruth” by Carol M. Bechtel with Suggestions for Leaders by Joyce MacKichan Walker. All women are welcome to attend! Our group enjoys a relaxed time of fellowship, Bible study and prayer, with the discussion led by Rose Eller. She can be reached at 655-9175. 
ROSSMOOR BIBLE STUDY GROUP? Some residents of Rossmoor and nearby neighborhoods have indicated their interest in starting a new Bible study group that would meet during the daytime or evening at Rossmoor. Are you interested in participating, hosting or leading it? If your answer is “yes!” please speak with Pastor Rosanna. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
SUNDAY SCHOOL

THANK YOU to each of our Sunday school teachers, shepherds, workshop rotation leaders, substitute teachers, Celebration Sunday leaders, and other helpers. You are doing an excellent job, and your faithful work is greatly appreciated by our whole church family! May the Lord bless you in wonderful ways.

CELEBRATION SUNDAY

Parents and students in grades 1-6 and 8-12, you won't want to miss this Celebration Sunday! We will have an interactive presentation with Harry Zweckbronner, the Executive Director of Camp Johnsonburg. He will lead a PowerPoint presentation on the big screen, talk about this special ministry, and answer questions. You can check out the new brochures and explore signing up for summer programs. Students will talk about what they especially like about Camp Johnsonburg. Everyone can join in singing classic and recent camp songs with motions. Join us at 9:15-10:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

CONFIRMATION CORNER

Sunday, December 9 Special field trip 5-9pm “Liquid” Worship off-site 
Sunday, December 16 Christmas Pageant on Main Street at 3:30 pm, Vespers Service 4-5 pm, and Refreshments from 5-5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall

Sunday, January 13 from 5-6pm Dinner with Mentors in Fellowship Hall followed by Bowling at Brunswick Country Lanes from 6-9 pm

Sunday, January 20 No Confirmation Class, please go to the Youth Class in the Youth Room
CHILDCARE AND NURSERY NOTE

Parents, as you know, our kind and competent caregivers in the Nursery enjoy welcoming your son or daughter during the Christian Education hour and worship. In order to give you peace of mind and facilitate easy communication, you will be asked to write down your cell phone number when you check in your child. Then put your cell phone on the silent or vibrate setting, and our caregivers will be glad to call you if you need to return to the Nursery. Of course, no news is good news, if your child is having a good morning and settles into the Nursery routine just fine!  

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
Annual CHRISTMAS Luncheon

Sunday, December 9th
11: 30 am - Right after Worship Service

In FELLOWSHIP HALL
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Celebrate Christmas with food and song – and the fellowship of our Congregation.

On December 9th we’ll be serving good old-fashioned homemade Chicken Soup – the famous and delicious Liz Calloway recipe, with thanks to Liz!  And there will be rolls, dessert and holiday punch to round out the family-style lunch.

We’ll have some Christmas Carols for everyone to take part in, too – and best of all, we’ll all be together to share in the joy of the Advent season.

If you would like to bring something for the meal, you are welcome to bring either a dessert (cookies, brownies, or other “finger food” goodies are best) or a special bread if you have a recipe you like to make. Just drop them off in the kitchen before the worship service so that we can have all the preparations ready for you when you come to Fellowship Hall after church to enjoy the luncheon.

So mark your calendar and be sure to bring yourself and your family to our Christmas Luncheon on December 9th!
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CPNS NEWS
It’s amazing how quickly this year is going.  The season of advent is here and Christmas will be here very soon.  During Advent our CPNS family is busy getting ready for Christmas.  We will be baking cookies, singing songs for our senior citizens and 
collecting pennies for our Pennies for Presents program that will purchase gifts for a few local families this year.  We are all looking forward to hearing the story of Christmas in our beautiful sanctuary told by Pastor Lou and Pastor Rosanna.  Sharing the story of Jesus and his birth with the children is a wonderful opportunity to share the love of Jesus with them.   We will also be celebrating Christmas with a very special family Christmas sing-a-long around our Christmas Tree in Fellowship Hall.  Please join us; our programs will be on Wednesday, December 19 and Thursday, December 20 at 10:45 AM and 2:15. The excitement the children bring, the happiness on their faces and the love in their eyes make Christmas at CPNS extra special.  
Our registration process for the school year 2008-2009 began in November, and the general public registration took place on December 3.  Don’t miss out on the opportunity of having your child attend CPNS.  Please feel free to call Janice Parker at 655-8663 for any information about our nursery school or e-mail us at CPNSchool@comcast.net. 
We hope everyone has a joyous Advent season filled with hope, love, joy and peace and a very blessed Christmas.  Our hope is that we all carry the Christmas feeling in our hearts wherever we go.
Have a Happy, Healthy, New Year! Your Friends at CPNS

LIBRARY NEWS
BOOK REVIEWS
The Fourth Wise Man, based on the story by Henry Van Dyke and retold by Susan Summers, is a tale about a wise astrologer named Artaban who agreed with his friends, the three well-known wise men, the Magi, to journey to find the newborn baby Jesus.  Along the way, Artaban runs into circumstances which not only delay his journey to the friends’ meeting place, but each time he is held up along the way, he is compelled to give away the precious gifts he has packed for the baby Jesus.  Of course, he is late for his meeting time and the Magi journey to Bethlehem without Artaban.  Artaban spends thirty-three years looking for Jesus and is close to finding him in Jerusalem during the Passover feast, but with no gifts to present to him.  Read The Fourth Wise Man and discover the gifts Artaban receives from God along his journey to find Jesus and that in the end, Artaban seems to have known Jesus all along.  This book is beautifully illustrated in watercolors by Jackie Morris and is written for upper-elementary reading. 

The Littlest Christmas Tree: A Tale of Growing and Becoming by Janie Jasin is a wonderful story of a little pine tree who wishes to grow up to be a Christmas tree.  As she grows, she is reminded of all her blessings, the rain, wind, sun and other gifts her creator has provided for her. As she waits patiently to grow and be chosen as a Christmas tree, she wonders about other possibilities for her life should she end up not being a Christmas tree. Shelter for animals? A wood window pane?  The little tree feels overcome with thanksgiving for all her creator has provided for her now and for all her possibilities.  This is a great book for recognizing and giving thanks for all God has given us and His plan for time to come. Written for elementary level reading.

Reviewed by Rosellyn Cassidy
The Christmas Candle by Max Lucado

In Gladstone, a small town in England, the townspeople believe in miracles.  Every twenty-five years the local candle maker is visited by an angel on Christmas Eve.  The angel lightly touches a candle in the shop and quietly disappears.  The chandler presents it as a gift to a needy person in town and when the candle is lit a miracle soon follows.  But the Christmas of 1864 may be the last year for the angel to visit.  The chandler and his wife are elderly and there is no one in the family to continue the candle making tradition.  Fearing that this is their last opportunity to receive the candle, many of the townspeople approach the chandler and ask that they be given the candle on Christmas Eve.  He and his wife are overwhelmed with this responsibility.  Each person is in need but there will only be one candle and who should it go to?

The Christmas of 1864 is very different than the ones in the past.  The unexpected and the unimaginable happen, which help to create an even more miraculous Christmas in the small village of Gladstone.

Reviewed by Leah Moy

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

ELIZABETH (JEAN) DUNHAM - I moved to Rossmoor and wanted to join a Christian congregation closer to my home.  I am joining by letter of transfer from Aldersgate United Methodist Church of East Brunswick.  I have some Presbyterian background as I graduated from Westminster College in New Wilmington, Pa.  I am interested in painting (watercolors) and enjoy this very much.  I would be happy to help out as a kitchen helper as a beginning.

JOAN FRASER - I was born in London, England, and lived my childhood in the historic town of Harrow some 20 miles NW of London.  I worked in London as a Secretary for 10 years, during which time I was fortunate enough to travel through Europe, staying mostly at Youth Hostels.  In 1961, I went out to Hollywood, California, to where my good friend from the YHA days had moved.  I worked in Los Angeles for 13 months before deciding it was time to go home.

It was 1962 when I obtained a ‘$99.00 for 99’ days travel voucher on the Greyhound buses, and went north to the Seattle World’s Fair, and on into Canada.  In Banff, I met my husband to be, and we quickly became engaged (after three days)!  I continued my journeying across the States and sailed back to England in September.  In February 1963, I returned to the USA for several months.   Gordon, who is a bagpiper, and I were married in England in July, honeymooned in Scotland then returned to USA to live in northern New Jersey.

We have four children, three boys and a daughter whom we adopted from Bogota, Colombia.  The boys are married and we are fortunate to have three wonderful daughters-in-law.  Our two grandchildren live a long way away in Raleigh, NC.  We love to go down there and visit when we can. 

For over 30 years, Gordon and I were members of Trinity Presbyterian Church in Paramus, NJ, a small but very friendly congregation.  We were both Elders and, for the last seven years, I was Clerk of Session.  We made the decision to down-size our home and, five weeks ago, moved into a small adult community in Monroe, right on the Cranbury border.   We are happy to have found the First Presbyterian Church in Cranbury, and look forward to getting to know the congregation and becoming part of the life of this church.

GORDON FRASER - I was born and raised in the Bronx.  I am a graduate Electrical Engineer and have been involved with world wide data communications all my working life until retiring in 2000.  I met my wife, Joan, in Banff, Alberta and traveled to London, England to marry her and honeymoon in Scotland.

My father taught me to play bagpipes when I was 14, and I have been playing competitively ever since.  As Pipe Major of my band in Bergen County I tutored a number of students and, thanks to Anne Gordon, I continue to teach pipes in the Cranbury area.

I was a member of Trinity Presbyterian Church in Paramus, NJ for over 30 years, became an Elder, and was chairperson of the Evangelism Committee.  However, I have spent most of my church time on the Property Committee.

When the oldest of my three boys entered Cub Scouts, I became a leader, and continued on to be a Scout Master, seeing all three boys reach Eagle Scout.  I enjoyed the game of golf and played to a 6 handicap.  I grew a vegetable garden for 40 years in Bergen County.

CAROL W. KANE - I was born and raised in Princeton, New Jersey and have lived in the area all of my life.  I grew up in the Catholic Church.  I attended public schools in Princeton and received a bachelor’s degree in music education from Westminster Choir College.

I married my husband, Bob, in 1965.  We have 3 daughters, 3 sons-in-law and 4 grandsons.  In 1976, after a personal spiritual awakening, I began looking for a Protestant Church.  Most recently, we have been members of a Methodist Church in Pennsylvania for the past 12 years.  

We are happy to now be in a church “around the corner,” and have been blessed already by the warm welcome we feel from the pastors and members of the church each Sunday.

BOB KANE - My wife, Carol, and I have lived in Plainsboro for 40 years.  I am presently retired and busy with varied interests.  We were looking for a church closer than the church we have previously attended and after searching we were led to the First Presbyterian Church of Cranbury.  I am looking forward to ways in which I will be led to serve in the church.

JILLIAN KOPPEL - I am married with 2 children and have been living in East Windsor for the past 7 years.  I was graduated from the Fashion Institute of Technology with a Bachelor Degree in design.  I am now a stay-at-home mom after a career in the garment industry.  My husband Andrew and I have two daughters.

MARINA PORTILLA - I was born in Ecuador and now live in Twin Rivers.  I am married and have four children.  My family and I are residents of the U.S.A.  In the beginning we used to be Catholic but as my kids were getting older we decided to come here.  I can think of helping the church and by being a church helper in any way, but later on when my kids grow up.

LAURO OCHOA - I was born in Ecuador and I currently live in the state of N.J. in Twin Rivers.  I am also married and have four children.  My family are residents of the U.S.A.  Our family used to belong to the Catholic Church but certain events changed this. So we decided to change religion and church and ended up here in the Christian church.

I can help out in the church later on because my younger kids are currently very small.

LEIGH PERRY - My name is Leigh Perry.  I moved to New Jersey from Maine a little over a year ago when I got married to my husband Ron.  We have since bought a house in the Cranbury Manor neighborhood of East Windsor.  After five years of teaching high school biology, I have just recently started a new position as lab coordination at Taylor Technology, a bio-analytical lab in Princeton.  I am happy to be here and excited to get involved in the church community.

ANN ZIMMERMAN - My name is Ann B. Zimmerman, better known to my friends as Annie Z.  My husband and I moved here five months ago from New Canaan, CT.  As a lot of you probably know, it is difficult to move and start over after 35 years in one place.  But here we are!  This is a second marriage for Edward (also better known as Ted) and me.  He has two daughters; Susan is married and lives in Rutland, VT and Laurie lives in Front Royal, VA with her husband and their son, Alex.  I have two sons (the reason we moved to NJ).  Jeffrey lives in Pennington with his wife and two daughters and Jonathan in Somerset with his wife, 2 ½ year old twins and new 3 month old daughter.  Needless to say the grandchildren more than make up for the inconvenience of moving.

Over the years I have done just about any job you can imagine in the church from Sunday school teacher, Nursery School Board, planning lunches and dinners, gardening to scrubbing the kitchen sink.

I come to this church by way of a Certificate of transfer from the New Canaan United Methodist Church.  I look forward to doing as much as possible in the church as I am physically able. I can’t stand or walk too long, but am great at making phone calls, baking cakes and reading stories.  We felt “at home” the first time we visited the Cranbury Presbyterian Church!

EDWARD ZIMMERMAN - I was born in New York City (though my family roots are in western Pennsylvania), and I am lifelong resident of the New York suburban area.  After World War II service as an artillery officer, I began my business career as a reporter for Newhouse Newspapers.  I so loved the newspaper field that I rejoined it in retirement, seven years ago after 50 years in the textile marketing and advertising service businesses.
Though I’m the grandson of a Presbyterian minister and have been a church-goer all my life, I confess to not having been active or seeking a role in the church functions when I was young enough to do so meaningfully.

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
December Program

The Men’s Fellowship Club will meet for breakfast at the Cranbury Inn on Thursday, December 13 at 8:30 a.m.  Our December meeting traditionally features a Christmas related program.  This year our speaker after breakfast will be Senior Pastor, Lou Mitchell.  He will give a program based on O. Henry’s classic Christmas Story The Gift of the Magi.
Lou has given very well-appreciated Christmas Programs in the past.  Ladies of the congregation are especially invited to enjoy this program.  The Christmas spirit will be with us on December 13 and you will be sure to enjoy the fellowship and the program by Pastor Lou.  Plan to come to our December 13 breakfast meeting.

January Program

The Men’s Fellowship Club will meet for breakfast at the Cranbury Inn on Thursday, January 24 at 8:30 a.m.  Our speaker after breakfast will be Dr. Frank Marlowe of Cranbury and Sarnoff Corp.  Frank is a history buff with emphasis on World War II.  He is also a good speaker and will illustrate his talk.  His subject on January 24 will be the bombing planes used extensively in WWII.  He has spoken to us in the past with very interesting talks.  We believe he will give us another very interesting program on January 24th.  Ladies of the congregation are especially invited to join us.

MISSION, SERVICE & GRANTS NEWS
Dear Congregation Friends,

“Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing!”

This stanza from “Joy to the World” is one of the most joyous in all of music.  When we hear it or sing it, we are immediately uplifted with the spirit of Jesus Christ and the love of God.  Let us take a moment to prepare our own hearts in sharing this same love with others through the Christmas Joy Offering.

A Presbyterian tradition for almost seventy years, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the four special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) to provide congregations direct ways of supporting specific causes that help those in need.

The Christmas Joy Offering supports racial ethnic education, helping students gain the confidence and skills they will need to do God’s will. 

Through the Board of Pensions’ Financial Assistance Programs, the Christmas Joy Offering recognizes the faithfulness of current and retired church workers by providing funds to help them through difficult times.

In the spirit of Christmas and as a response to God’s gift of His only son, Jesus Christ, let us help uplift those in need by giving generously to the 2007 Christmas Joy Offering. 
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Yours in Christ,

Scott and Jenni Collins
TASK NEEDS OUR HELP!

Here is a wonderful way to serve others in need and have fellowship with other members of our church.  TASK (Trenton Area Soup Kitchen) depends on donated frozen turkeys all year long.  Please consider donating a frozen turkey this Christmas season.

Here are some of the other items they need:

Men’s knit caps
Men’s gloves
New tube socks

Hygiene products:  new soaps, toothbrushes, razors, shampoo, and washcloths

Please support TASK with your donations and your time.

If you would like to serve a meal at TASK or make a donation, please call Anne Gordon (409-7885).  Your prayers, donations and support are greatly appreciated!  We go to TASK on the first Thursday of the month - December 6, January 3, and February 7.  The church van departs the parking lot by 2:30 p.m. and returns by 5:45 p.m.
CHRISTMAS WREATHS

Many thanks to Mark and Joan Sasso for once again taking the responsibility for selling Christmas wreaths.  And they, in turn, wish to thank the persons who purchased wreaths.  Many front doors will be more fragrant, thanks to these fresh green wreaths from Maine, and many loved ones, no longer with us, will be thoughtfully remembered by having a wreath placed on a grave.

GUATEMALA MISSION 2008

Your Opportunity to Serve

Once again this year our church will be sponsoring a mission trip to Guatemala.  Our trip this year is scheduled for June 26 to July 5. We will be having an informational meeting on Tuesday January 8th at 7:30 in Room 1 (small room next to Fellowship Hall) to provide participants with information regarding the details pertaining to this trip. The cost of the trip is your expense of the airfare which is currently under $600.00.  All of the ground transportation, lodging and food is provided by funding from a grant from the Mission Services & Grants committee of our church.

No special skills are required; a pair of hands is all you need to bring with you.  Everyone is invited to participate.  This is not a youth mission trip, but is open to any youth of a parent who has previously participated.

Any questions please feel free to contact George Conley at 609 395-0513.

Just a reminder, tickets are still on sale for the Guatemala fundraiser dinner on Friday, January 25 & Saturday January 26, 2008.  You can purchase tickets at coffee hour or contact me.

GUATEMALA DINNER FUNDRAISER

As you all well know the church has supported many different Guatemalan projects over the last 10 years.  The Guatemalan team and a lot of their helpers have decided to prepare a gourmet meal once again with all the trimmings, and with that an opportunity for church fellowship, entertainment and a slide presentation of past trips.  

There will be two opportunities to enjoy this dining experience this year.  We will be serving dinner on Friday, January 25 and on Saturday, January 26 beginning at 7:00 PM with open seating beginning at 6:30 PM.  As you dine on Friday, you will be serenaded by our local Cranbury Jazz group with special guest appearances, and on Saturday by a string quartet and a barber shop quartet.  The cost of the meal will be $50.00 per person (remember this is a fundraiser).  You may want to attend both evenings to experience the variety of entertainment being offered.  We will be selling only a limited number of tickets, so plan on buying your ticket early.  They are on sale now and will be available during coffee hour (see Lil or George Conley) or call the church office.  Checks can be made payable to The First Presbyterian Church (tax deductible) memo: Guatemala dinner.  Any amount above the $50.00 fee will be greatly appreciated.

The meal will be gourmet style prepared mostly by local chefs that will be donating their time and talent for the less fortunate individuals of Guatemala.  Please contact me if you have an interest in helping in this great opportunity to serve the Lord, and prepare a great meal.

Please save this date, we are counting on you for our success in this project.

George Conley
Guatemalan Team (609) 395-0513

MISSION MATTERS

It was gratifying to learn that three persons have answered the call to help "chaperone" frail travelers on Senior Fellowship trips, and that two persons have volunteered to assist with the food pantry.  Thank you to these thoughtful, helpful members.  And another story of generosity comes from Four Season residents who held a food drive and will help pack bags for Thanksgiving here at the church.  More thanks are due!

Senior Fellowship is thriving with twelve on the waiting list for the exercise classes, and good attendance at its Halloween party and the party featuring music and a talk on aging/memory loss.  The December 11th Christmas party is eagerly anticipated.  Do you suppose Santa Claus will show up?

And don't forget the Guatemala dinner which will be held on two nights, January 25 and 26.  See George or Lil Conley for tickets for this special evening which benefits people in Guatemala and provides excellent food and a good time for attendees.  And speaking of Guatemala, a missionary from there will be present at the January 7 meeting of the Mission, Service, and Grants Committee.

Thanks to Nancy Stewart, who, assisted by Carol Kientz, was instrumental in collecting $627.00 for the Peace Offering.  Thanks to all who added to this sum.  The Youth Sunday School class will decide to what causes the 25% of this amount which remains with us should be directed.  The balance is divided among the Presbytery of Monmouth, Synod of the Northeast, and the national church.

Many thanks to Mark and Joan Sasso for once again taking the responsibility for selling Christmas wreaths.  And they, in turn, wish to thank the persons who purchased wreaths.  We can't overlook our recent Mission Fair which was the most successful one to date.  Hats off to Carol Kientz for her innovative hard work.

And we express appreciation to Karen Jones who so ably handled the Crop Walk and reports receipts of about $1,601.35 with fifteen walkers taking part.  Again, thanks to contributors.  The Collins family will be telling us about the JOY Offering.

We still are concerned about Katrina and the aftermath but can feel that we have had a part in helping to heal that situation.  We were part of the donations received by the Presbyterian Disaster Humanitarian Response which totaled $20,400,000 and of the donations of $3,800,000 for church repair, pastors' salaries, and support to Presbyteries.  Volunteers worked on 3,380 homes, completely rebuilt 565 homes, and donated l8,160 Immediate Response Kits (Health, school, and Hope in a Box).  It is a blessing to be part of a connectional church!

A note of appreciation for our recent $5,000 contribution to Trenton Area Soup Kitchen was received, stating: "Your support ensures that we will be able to continue to serve those in the Trenton area by providing food and other items to improve the quality of their lives and move them toward self-sufficiency."

Alice Winters, longtime missionary in Colombia and a visitor in our church in years past urges "prayers for us, for the church and its agencies where we are serving, and for the countries in which we serve."  This request is surely one to which we can all respond.

Looking ahead:  You may recall we have mentioned A Peacemaking Pilgrimage: Holy Land Trips on March 3-15, 2008 and April 8-19, 2008.  If interested, call Gretchen Stults.  These trips are sponsored by the New Jersey Israel/Palestine Education Group--A State-Wide Presbyterian Task Force.

And one more special event for our church members and friends—a day at Johnsonburg Camp this spring, probably in April.  Date and details to be announced.

Gretchen Stults

OTHER NEWS

HALLOWEEN PARTY AT MONROE VILLAGE

Thirteen residents of Monroe Village who are members of the Cranbury church enjoyed a social afternoon at the Village on Wednesday, October 24.  Also present were hosts Beverly and Craig Gilbert and Gretchen Stults, special guest Audrey Smith, and, of course, our popular pastor, Lou Mitchell.  Conversation enlivened the afternoon and everyone's sweet tooth was pampered by the delicious punch furnished by Monroe Village, and several kinds of goodies.

Lou entertained the group by reading two stories, one about a misaddressed e-mail, which sent the mistaken recipient into a scream and a faint, and the other about a man who gave up driving when he was 25, lived to be 104, and advised his son that one way to live to an old age was "never to turn left" because turning left was a major cause of death for older persons, (his wife did the driving in later years), pointing out that three right turns make a left--unless you lose count, in which case it takes seven rights to make the left!  Guests left the party carrying a pumpkin, generously donated by the Stults farm.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE NEWS
If you have suggestions, or want to submit information to be included on the website, send your request to webmaster@cranburypres.org. Requests made by Wednesday will be posted on the website by Saturday.
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Senior Fellowship exercise class has grown and grown and grown. We are currently keeping a waiting list. If you would like to be placed on the waiting list, please call Connie Bauder at 609-395-1215. 
EXERCISE SCHEDULE

December 3, December 6, December 10,

December 13, December 17
January 3, January 7, January 10, January 14, January 17

January 21 January 24 January 28 January 31

UPCOMING EVENTS
Senior Fellowship will celebrate Christmas with the Annual Christmas Luncheon on Tuesday, December 11 at 12 noon. Join us for a full luncheon, singing some of the old favorite Christmas songs and entertainment by the students of CPNS. Please make reservations to attend by Thursday, November 29 by calling Phyllis at 609-409-8533 if you are not on our Senior Fellowship calling list or if you are on the calling list and you plan to bring a guest.
Program Schedule
Senior fellowship is open for all seniors in the church or community. We have a wonderful group and would like to have you join us.  We provide rides for those who need them.  The Senior Fellowship coordinator is Connie Bauder.  If you have any questions, please contact her at 609-395-1215.
CRANBURY SENIOR COMMUNITY CENTER

SCHEDULED PROGRAMS

December 12
9:00am – 1:00pm: Middlesex County Counselor available to discuss Medicare Open Enrollment. *Appointments necessary – call 395-9931
December 14
Time TBD: HOLIDAY SING-A-LONG

Please look on the Township’s website at www.cranburytownship.org or contact Town Hall at 395-0900 for more information.

SESSION NEWS

Gleanings from the Session Meeting

November 19, 2007

Pastor Lou read Psalm 100, pointing out our need to be thankful at all times, and not just at Thanksgiving.  Session members then mentioned their Thanksgiving plans, and, not surprisingly, almost all included family members.  Lou's prayer included petitions for a happy, safe Thanksgiving for all of us.

Sonja Bianchi represented the Deacons and Raymond Bonwell and Ken Gordon were our two guests.  Raymond stated that since he is an ordained minister and working in the New Brunswick Presbytery, he cannot join our church, but that his wife Heidi was in the recent membership class, and, if he were permitted, he, too, would join.
We noted recent deaths:  Kathy Shaw, William Repke, Edwin A. Downs, Jr., Dorothy Madden of California, and Lois Hulick.  We were impressed over the many infant baptisms this past month.
Dates were set for several events:  the Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held Sunday, January 27 immediately following the worship service.  Training dates were announced for new and current officers.  Session voted that Cranbury Church will host the May 27, 2008, Presbytery Meeting.
Lou announced items worthy of celebration: All Saints Sunday and home communion, fifty-year member recognition, new members, baptisms.
Pam Mills, chair of the Christian Education committee stated that everything seems to be running smoothly in that department.  Likewise, the Youth Ministry committee has been working hard and has set a schedule for the rest of the year.  More youth are attending the Sunday evening meetings, and participating in Retreats at Camp Johnsonburg.
Sonja Bianchi reported that five over-80 cards had been sent and that five or six persons had received home communion.  Sixty baskets had been given out for Thanksgiving, and appreciation was expressed to all who helped fill them.  Baskets are still available to be delivered at Christmas.
Don Winchell was elected commissioner to the November 27 meeting, and will be going with permanent commissioner, Gretchen Stults, and Pastors Mitchell and Anderson.  Don announced that there is now $24,184 in the organ repair fund.
Christmas celebration dates are: December 9 - Luncheon handled by the Congregational Life Committee, December 16 - Pageant and Vespers, and December 24 - 5 p.m. Service for children, 8 p.m. Service for family, and 11 p.m. candle light Service.  Of course, anyone is welcome at any of these services.
Considerable time was spent discussing the financial situation of the church.  The Stewardship and Finance Committee is eager to receive pledges and the hope was expressed that the members of the church will support the programs and the many events that benefit us all.
The meeting closed, as it always does, with members joining hands and praying the Lord's Prayer.
Gretchen Stults, Session Member

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE NEWS

All of the session’s committees have been busy preparing their budgets for 2008. The Stewardship and Finance Committee is working to combine all of these into a total budget. In order to do that we really need to know what our pledges will be. If you have not sent in your pledge for next year, please take a minute and do it now. Thank you.

New Tax Opportunity
for Charitable Giving Expires Soon

At the end of 2007 a tax-efficient opportunity to donate to the First Presbyterian Church will expire!  Legislation passed by Congress created a tax provision that permits individuals to make tax-free withdrawals from their IRAs so long as the withdrawal is transferred directly to a charity.  Since Congress has not renewed this law, the provision will expire at the end of 2007.
Normally, withdrawals from your IRA would be considered taxable income, however, under this provision, the withdrawal that is donated directly to a charity would be excluded from your income.  This provision would be of particular interest to:

· Those 70 ½ or older since the withdrawal would qualify as part of your annual Required Minimum Distribution; and

· Whether or not you itemize on your tax returns since the amount of the withdrawal is not included as part of your taxable income.

To make the transfer, you will need to instruct your IRA Administrator to make the check for the amount of the withdrawal payable directly to the First Presbyterian Church of Cranbury.  Act fast, because this provision will expire at the end of this year.  Please consult your tax advisor to see if this provision applies to you.

WORSHIP

ORGAN FUND

For those of you who are wondering, our organ repairs that were scheduled to be done during the months of October and November were not started because the repair company could not guarantee the repairs would be completed in time for Vespers. That being the case we decided to wait until January 2008 to start the work. The repairs will be done then. Also donations so far total $24,184 of the $29,000 so anyone who is interested can still make a donation.

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS


THANK YOU very much to the parents and the adults on the youth ministry committee who served as chaperones at our recent Fall Retreats for high school and middle school students at Camp Johnsonburg! 

Upcoming Activities for December
12/2 (Sun.)
Youth Group 6-7:30 pm Service Project: Christmas Baskets 

12/9 (Sun.)
All Church Christmas Luncheon after Worship in Fellowship Hall.  Field trip to “Liquid Worship” contemporary service from 5-9 pm

12/12 (Wed.)
High School Fellowship at Cranbury Pizza 6:30-7:30 pm

12/16 (Sun.)
Christmas Pageant on Main Street at 3:30p, Vespers Service 4-5pm, and Refreshments 5-5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall

12/23 & 12/30 (Sun.)
No Youth Group; Christmas Eve Worship Services @ 5, 8, 11 pm.  Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Upcoming Activities for January
1/6 (Sun.)
Youth Group from 6-7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall and the Youth Room

It’s Epiphany, when the magi brought gifts to Jesus. Let’s celebrate with our own gift exchange! Bring a wrapped present ($10) and something to eat.

1/9 (Wed.)
High School Fellowship at Cranbury Pizza 6:30-7:30 pm

1/13 (Sun.)
6-9p Bowling at Brunswick Country Lanes 

1/20 (Sun.)
6:45p–8:30p Service Project: Serve as Ushers and Greeters at the Martin Luther King, Jr. community worship service by the West Windsor Hightstown Area Ministerium which will be held here in our sanctuary at 7p, with refreshments 

1/23 (Wed.)
High School Fellowship at Cranbury Pizza 6:30-7:30 pm

1/27 (Sun.)
5-7:30 pm Pizza and Movie night here in Fellowship Hall

Birthdays

DECEMBER

Chris Cole
12/01

Emily Forman
12/01

Laura Jackson
12/01

Pamela Ornberg
12/01

S. Warren Tantum
12/01

Thomas Allen
12/02

Colby Moran
12/02

Jane Venanzi
12/02

Tyler Will
12/02

Diana Joseph-Riley
12/03

Kadi Cier
12/04
Emma Corr
12/04
Eleanor Andrews
12/05

Carol Kientz
12/05

Ashley Parker
12/05

Christopher Koslo
12/06

Alexander Ill
12/09

Elisabeth Liu
12/09

Linda Wegryn
12/10

Allison Arnold
12/11

John Donovan
12/12

Matthew Lindbloom
12/12

Marion Sutton
12/12

Don Jo Swanagan
12/12

Carol Sprout
12/13

Evan Cole
12/14

Brenda Kirkenir
12/14

Walter Veghte, III
12/14

Richard Zimmer
12/14

Adria Janni
12/15

Melissa Barnes
12/17

Eileen Keve
12/17

Connie Woodhead
12/17

Fritz Hager
12/18

Amber Lohne
12/18

Christine Oglesby
12/18

Catherine Krajcsovics
12/19

Christine Schafer
12/19

Allison Baverov
12/20

Andrew Sholl
12/20

Jane Conklin
12/21

John Frisch, Jr.
12/21

Stephen Szczepanik
12/22

Matthew Toplin
12/22

James Cox
12/24

Christina Frezel
12/24
Kate DeBlois
12/24
Betty Cubberley
12/25

George Smith
12/25

Frederick Jaeger
12/26

Hannah Moy
12/26

Holly Woodhead
12/26
Eva Ciccodicola
12/26
Will Applegate
12/27

Joy Will
12/27

Michael Grossman
12/28

Carlene Reyes
12/29
Christina Chermak
12/30

George Conley, V
12/30
JANUARY

Taylor Arnold
1/01

Cassandra Ricci
1/01

Kristen Stewart
1/01

Mark Van Zevenbergen
1/01

Hope Kleppe
1/03

Sarah Mills
1/03

Thomas Patterson
1/03

Jennifer Rhodes
1/03
Amanda Longo
1/03
Connie Bauder
1/04

Gail Geijer
1/04
Alayna Auerbach
1/04
Rose Eller
1/05

Brianna Pinedo
1/05

Amy Beth Wynne
1/05

Elliott Wilson
1/06

Ian Anuszewski
1/08

Patricia Bohrs
1/08

Barbara Mortensen
1/08

Nancy Rhodes
1/08

Darlene Chermak
1/09
Stephen Whiteman
1/09
Valerie Cier
1/10

Andrew Gaylo
1/11

Christopher Liu
1/11

Biagio Toto
1/11

Scott Yeager
1/11

Sydney Flyge
1/12

Katelyn Steenvoorden
1/13

Kelly Cole
1/14

Jessica Cier
1/15

Henry Behnke
1/16

Peter Miller
1/16

Adam Bloom
1/17

Sarah Reddan
1/17

Leslie May
1/17

Matthew Tamasi
1/18

Crystal Van Kirk
1/18

Debra Bond
1/19

Andrew Kremann
1/19

Karen Moutenot
1/19

Alex Senopoulos
1/19

Marty Cassidy
1/20

Katherine Gerberich
1/20

Franklin Sutton
1/20

Russell Sutton
1/20

Kirstie Venanzi
1/20

George Arsnow
1/21

Christopher Gaylo
1/21

Victoria Cassidy
1/22

Ethan Anuszewski
1/23

Hannah Anuszewski
1/23

Pat Martin
1/23

Thomas Frascella
1/24

Kate Grande
1/24

Brian Santoro
1/24

Allan Baylis
1/25

Lauren Scott
1/25

Bradley Kong
1/26

Elizabeth Gerberich
1/27

Mark Sasso
1/27

Stephen Tredennick
1/27

Katherine Davison
1/28

Tommy Jondahl
1/28

Lisa Mortensen
1/28

Robert Sullivan
1/28

Matthew Weidner
1/28

Scott Collins
1/29

Liz Callaway
1/30

Hannelore Kritikos
1/30

Maggie Welch
1/30

William Probasco
1/31
	SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS DURING ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

SAVE THESE DATES!

	DECEMBER 9

FAMILY CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

After Worship in Fellowship Hall
Featuring the Brass Choir and a Christmas Sing-A-Long 
	DECEMBER 16

ANNUAL CAROL SING

Before Worship

10:20 AM – outside the Sanctuary

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

3:30 PM Beginning at 82 North Main Street, Angels ( Shepherds ( Mary ( Joseph ( Wisemen process down Main Street to the Cranbury Inn and then to the Sanctuary

CHRISTMAS VESPERS
4:00 PM in the Sanctuary 
Presented by the Choirs and Ensembles of the First Presbyterian Church. Please join us for refreshments in Fellowship Hall following the Service.
	December 24

CHRISTMAS EVE
5:00 PM – Children’s Service - Please remember to have your child bring his or her own bell!
8:00 PM – Family Service - featuring candlelight and beautiful Christmas music
11:00 PM – Candlelight Service Communion, a Cranbury tradition.  In this candlelight service, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper and conclude by lighting individual candles for the Christ child while singing “Silent Night.”


	Pastors

Rev. Dr. Louis Mitchell

Rev. Rosanna Anderson
	Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Worship (Childcare provided)
	Church Office Hours

(9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)
Church Office Hours on 12/27 and 12/28 are 9:00 a.m. to 12 (noon)

CLOSED – 12/24, 12/25, 12/26, 12/30 and 1/1 

	Christian Education for All Ages begins at 9:15 a.m.
No Sunday School on 12/23 and 12/30

	Cranbury Presbyterian Nursery School (CPNS)

Janice Parker, Director

Phone: 609-655-8663

cpnschool@ comcast.net
CPNS CLOSED–12/21 through 1/1
	You can view the monthly newsletter and calendar on our website at www.cranburypres.org.  If you would like to receive the newsletter via email only, please call the church office or send an email message to firstpresoffice@comcast.net.
	The deadline for the February Newsletter is January 30, 2008.  If possible, please submit articles as attachments via email to:
FirstPresOffice@comcast.net
	Dates and Deadlines
12/13 Session Material Due

12/17 Session Meeting

12/23 Christmas Joy Offering
1/24 Session Material Due

1/28 Session Meeting

1/30 Newsletter Articles Due
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College and Soon-to-be College Students





are invited to a





Welcome Home Christmas Brunch





Sunday, December 30, 2007





12:30 p.m.





Fellowship Hall





Please bring along your college-age church friends, kick back and socialize.





Spread the word!





Contact any of the following people with your RSVP and questions.





Vicki Bain, Anne Gordon, Fran Stewart, Barrie Sutton and Kirstie Venanzi





or e-mail the church office at � HYPERLINK "mailto:firstpresoffice@comcast.net" ��firstpresoffice@comcast.net�
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